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Chriſtian, « 72 
| Wo, Eminence, and 1 
= congratulate your Nappine 5. 
But ſuch a Character being 
= os uncommon us it is glori- 
ous, you are; probably conſci- . 
cus, that you need to bave pe 
_ your Mind flirred up by may 
- of Remembrante, concerning 
_ the Things that belong to your 
_ Foerlaſling Peace. If 5: u are 
ge to the Aurbor, it 
niſies litthe 10 you, of what! ze 
* Party- or Perſuaſion” be #5, 
Luandlaly believe him to bea. 
1 hone) and well-meaning. p 
'_  Conflder, that Eternity is no 
. Te daher. but the com- En 
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PREFACE. 


'- rents ir ig 4 Subject, which 
. ath ts Difficulties, may not 

e clear. and ſatigfactory 8 
ou; But you may yg 2 
* meet with nen 3 


* you: good; "You wil. not nört 3 : 
4 theſe Diſcourſes 2 ah. = 
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have read. The Author's: Der ; 


Buſineſs and Boſoms. Fur this 
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tous, correct and elegant ur 
any others,” which 5 way. A 


is 40s to come home'to Men 


End, he hath waved rather T5; I 


OY PREFACE. 


5 Gd that. — 
1 
endeavaured to uſe ſuch plain 
and familiar Language, that | 
even Readers of the lat 
Underflauding may at once | 
fee and feel bis Meaning. De- 
Lectiue as theſe Diſcourſes 
are, an Hour or two devo- | 
Aid to the Peruſal of tbem 
w afford you: more Satit- 
= fans than the ſame Time 
Ten. in mere Amuſement, | 
or in reading @ better Bool 
en a Subject of Iſs Impor-| 
N In publiſbing tlem, 
188 1 1 the 


PREFAC E. wi 
the Author: bath obliged many 1 
of bis Friends who--defired 
11 3 endeavoured to db a lite 
tle good to bis: Fellsw-Cheiſ- 
tians in his own May; he 
hath commended them to the 
Bing of Gop, which bath 
already, in ſome Degree, ut 
tended them; and be chear- 
Fully leaves the Tue with 
Ein, without being very - 
1 licitous about the Recepti on 
sf they may meet with in the 
World. I you defire to pro- 
fit by 'the Peruſal of theſe- 


1, 


bl Diſcourſes, he intreuts and 
bypes, that you x will fot tift 
WOO. +: ws : 
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3 ny PRE FACE. 
1 your. Hart to. Gop. in 
0 Language as ti: 
0 Gon,.. tbe. — 1 
& «of Miſdam, Truth, and | 
* Goodneſs 3... the, high. and ; 
© lofty. One that . inbabiteſt 
Eternity: whoſe Name is 
* boly; graciouſly: Mi thy =» 
Servant to read theſe. Diſ- 
© courſes : with a ſerious, at- 
* tentive Mind; that 1 may 
not reſt in the Language | 
© or.the. Senti ment; in com- 
0 mending ar condemning 
© them.;' but may conſider | 
* my. own Concern in them. | 
May I read them as. ad- 
« * dreſſed to * Conſcience 
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rRETACE it 
6. . and; as far. as de 


contain Appears agreeable 
* to thine unerring | rd, 
4 | may 1 receive and ſubmit 

4 to it, as an Oracle of Gop, 
and judge myſelf by it. 
Teach ne, O Gon of all 

y | Grace, t0 profit by them 5 
= WF- that the Time 1 ſpend in 
reading and neditaling 

y WF #fon them may not be I. 
de May they afford me preſent 
- 8 In/irudion and laſting Be- 


nefit ; and thus tend to in- 


city thro' Eternity. And 

W may the Author of theſe 

Diſcourſes, and all others, 
AS <£ who 


creaſe my Glory and Feli= 


x PREPACE. 


* who fincerely, endeauaur.to 
« promote the Welfare of | 
"are! Souls, ſee. ſome 

« goed Effect of their La- 

* bours en Earth, aud at 

* length, by thy Grace, par- 

© take with me of the Foys| 
bs 0 thine eternal Kingdom, ; 
* thro' Feſus Chriſt, our Me- 
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DISCOURSE * 


7 3 . Corinth: v. I 18. latter Tl. 
a 4 ; 


But the Things which are not bens 55 
are ETERNAL. | x 94S 


4 4 While we look not at the Things 
, . which are ſeen, . but at the 
Things which ate not ſeen: 
for the Things which are 
feen, are temporal; but the 
1 which are not N | 
are eternal. 

H E N Arch- .biſhop. 
Leighton: Was Miniſter 
of a Pariſh-in Scatlandy 


* 
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ed of the Miniſters at their pro. +7 i 


a the Duties of the Timey? | 
As Wes 


this Queſtion was agks _ 


vincial Meetings, If they prea- 


12 bDiscevzsz 1. 
When it was found that Mr. 


Leighton did not, and he was 
blamed for the Omiſſion, he an- 
ſwered, I all the Brethren have 
preached to the. Times, may not 

one pour Brother be ſuffered to 

| preach - on Eternity ® ? In moſt 

Ages of the Church, there has 
been too much Reaſon to com- 
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have dwelt more than they ought | 3 


. upon Subjects of comparatively 
. ſmall Importance. They have 
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plain, that chriſtian Miniftes 4 
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tous Concerns of Rurniy; 3 20 
not treated of them with that 
| Plainneſs, Seriouſneſ: and tes 
Impreſfion of their In portance, i 


which they ought to have done. 
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ind Gop alſo, that L have. often | 
id theſe moſt intereſting. Themes 
before you; and inſtead of -amuy_ 
ng you with Trifles, am whols 
direding my Miniſtrations to 
our eternal Salvation: and this 
will do, while Providence gives 


8 2 Oppor tunity, as 3 à8 your. Souls 
re very dear to me, and as I dey 


ers } Ire to give ſuch, an Account of 
ht my Fidelity, as will be comforts · 


able to myſelf, and acceptable to 
im, whoſe-I am, and whom I 


n- Werve. With this View it js pror 
or 1 Per ſometimes to lay before you. 


a large and diſtin Repreſentati, | 
on of the Nature of that State 
and World, to which we are. 5 7 I 
gains: and as I -amperſuaded; 3 

« 3 Wap no Topick i is more ſuited ta 5 
ac j . Times, to reſtrain the Licens 
* Goulet of ofthis ger, houghty 
ef, 
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leſs, luxurious Age, give me 
Leave again to direct your At- u 
tention to it. My Defign at this 9 
Time is, to diſcourſe to you, as es 
ſeriouſly and plainly as I poſſibly 

can, concerning Eternity; the en 
moſt weighty and awful word In 
in the whole Compaſs of Lan- 
- a Word, which we often if i Ar. 

hear, but its vaſt Meaning and pf 
Importance, none of us, I fear, f Ft 5 
ſufficiently conſider, ? 
The Apoſtle is, in the Con- 
text, telling the Corinthians, h at 
it was that ſupported his Mind | 
under all his Afflictions and Per- 
fecutions; and that was, the 
Hope ati Proſpect of a bleſſed 
Immortality, for which they ten- iq 
ded to prepare him. This was | 
What he looked at, aimed at and 
pPurſued: and the Reaſon ofghis 
wy niilgntenſely 
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ntenſsly looking at it and ſoliei- 
puſly purſuing it was, that the 
ing: which are ſeen," th the Ob- 
Weds of Senſe, and which this 
\ 'orld prefents to our View, re 

al: or temporary, of ſhort 
21 uncertain Continuance: But 
7 hings which are not ſeen, which 
are not the Objects of re but 
f Faith, are eternal. 1 | propoſe, 
y divine Aſſiſtance, les 


I. To illuftrate, in a few © 
Words, the general N a= : 
ture of Eternity. 9 

1. To conſider it, with par- 
be ticular Application to our 

4 ; cen Souls, their immor- 
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Things upon your | Hearts ane 
my own, by ſuitable Reflections, 
Exhortations and Motives. 
| The Things which are not ſeen are 
tternal.— Eternal! what a loud A- | 
lam does this give to the Soul l. 
2» and how ſbould it awaken the 
| *Conſcienceof every Hearer! Sure- 
| ly, Sirs, if any Subject deſerves 
your compoſed and ſerious-At- 
tention, this does; and may God 
. accompany it | with * 
I am, 


I. To ihaſteste the OY 
Nature of Eternity, 


| But who can explain ie? who | 

ce it? We are if 
quickly loſt in the Contemplati- 
on of ſo amazing a Subject, and 
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aſk. Bear then wich r my Wenk 
fs, Brethren, while, as FP” 
re Concern"for your 'Happi- © 
f,Ifay à little in my poor 
derſeẽt Way about it. Eten. 
ty is Duration without Limits, 

hat hath no Beginning and no 
nd is, properly ſpeaking, eter». 
{A These are ſome Creatures 
the | Univerſe, which have an 


hole brutal Creation. There 
e ſome Beings which had a Be- 


ch are Angels and the Spirits 


ſting, but not eternal, tho” 


cm both in Scripture and com 
Won Language. There is one 
ing in the Univerſe, who is 
__ and prop vis aue, ms 
es n 


nning, but ſhall have no Ende + 1 42 


Men. Theſe are properly ey he iN 


V ord is ſometimes applied te I 
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Things upon your Hearts 
my own, by ſuitable RefleQions; 
Exhortations and, Motives,— | 
| The Things which are not ſeen are 
ternal. — Eternal! what a loud A- 
lam does this give to the Soul l. 
and how ſhould it awaken the a 
Dot ſcience of every Hearerl Sure- 
ly, Sirs, if any Subject deſerves 
your compoſed and ſerious-At- 


EF tention, this does; and may God 


accompany it | with bis ** 
1 a, | 
1 To illustrate PR e 
Nature of Eternity. If 


But who can explain i? who | 


den comprehend it? We» are | 
EA quickly:loft in the Contemplati- 


on of ſo amazing a Subject, and 
the Underſtanding of an Angel 
Ws. faint * e 
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aſk. Bear then with. my Weak - 
ſs, Brethren, while, out of a 
re Concern ſor your Happi- 
ls, 1 ſay a little in my poor 
perfect Way about it. Eter- 
ty is Duration without Limits, 
hat hath: no Beginning and no 
nd is, properly fpeaking, eter- 
1. There are ſome Creatures 
the Univerſe, which have a 
eginning and an End; as the 
hole brutal Creation. There 
e ſome Beings which had a Ber 
nning, but ſhall have no Ends + of 
ch are Angels and the Spirits 
Men. Theſe are properly vers 74 I : 
ſting, but not eternal, tho' the 
Vord is ſometimes applied to 
cm both in Scripture and come | 
en Language. There is; one 
ing in the Univerſe, Who is 
4 e eternal, n 
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and adorable Gon. There neue 
Was Aa Time, when he was. not 


His Duration is not capable 


being meaſured by any Periods 1 
Time ever ſo: often repeated and 
multiplied. I ſhall not enter in 
£0 that Queſtion, with which 
ſome learned Men have perplexii 
ed themſelves and their Readers 
whether the divine Eternity bil 
ſucceſſive or inſtantaneous? whe 
ther it be a real Duration, or on- 
dy one ſingle Point or Inftant. If 
is ſufficient for us to know, that 
He is eternal, according to the 
beſt Iden we can gain of the 
Meaning of that Word: and thai 
his infinite Mind comprehends at 
one View, every Thing paſt, pre 


eo and fature in every Perioc 
F un 


r 
nd 


nd Inſtant of his eternal Durati- 
n. He is repreſented to us, in the 
eriptures, as the ſame, from gyer- 
Hing aud to euerlgſting; as the un- 
7 ruptible Gow, who only hath Im- 
nortality; who tuas, and 15, and ts 
come; the high and lofty Que, that 
habiteth Eternity. <* We have 
not indeed, à poſitive, ade» 
quate and comprehenfive View 
« of Eternity; no created Being 
F< hath ſo; it is the Prerogative of 
the infinite and eternal Mind. 
But we-can conceive of it af- 
© ter an obſeute and inadequate 
Manner. Our Conception of 
it is ſomewhat like the Survey 
a Man takes of the Ocean 
from on board a Ship failing 
in the midſt of it. He ſees the 
* Ocean, tho' not the Whale 
Ocean ; _ where his 3 
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* the Ocean extends further than 


| loft and our Spirits overwhelmed, 


tenſive a Thing Eternity is. But 


a 
by 


rieb 


« ig terminated by its own 
„ Weakneſs, can perceive that 


Of 
nt 


1. 


ehe can ſee. Conceive a Moun- 
< tain of Sand riſing up to the 
« Stats; tho' this amazing Heap 
ee be ſuppoſed to wafle but a ſin- 
« gle Grain every Million of 
6 Years, it will in Time be ex- 


6c hauſted, and fink down to a Man; 


cc Level; but Eternity will never, Nis: 


e never, be all ſpent; when in- vi 
n numerable Ages have run out, | ce! 
1 & jt will be as far from ending as 
. ever, becauſe indeed it hath no 


* End. » Our Thoughts are 


when we ſet ourſelves to contem- th 
plate how great, weighty and ex- 1 


weem ſ form an 1 Idea of it t ſulfici- 13 


e an ent Y 


r o Wks Vol, 1, P- 94 ; 


nt to ko all 1 and te- 
igious Purpoſes; and that is 
:nough,, - Let, us, now. 
II. Confider Eternity, with 
particulat Application to 10 
our oven Souls, their im- 

— — e < 

everlaſting State. x 
Our Souls are winden Things 
and the World to which they 


er, is an unſeen World; and wobieg 4 
n- will be more utful to us than 9939 
ut, reflect, that they are Everlaſting,” — 
A | ** Our Souls 'are EF, xx - _ 
1 + f or r evetlaſting, - | OY 115 5 | = 3 | 


d, 

1 the one gross, viſible and ma, 
rial, which is the Body: the 9% [ES 
1 ther ſpititual, unſeen and imma: . 
15 

it 


terial; and this is the Soul a 
> wt fo we call that ga 
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comparing and chuſing ; of look- 


| reaſoning upon both. Thefe Souls 


perly ſpeaking, they are not eter- 


ning and End, The Exiſtence of 


ed from the very Nature of the 
Soul, ſo greatly different from the 
Nature of the Body. The Soul 


Body, nor depend upon the State 


which animates the Body; which 
is capable of thinking, reflecting, 


ing back, to what has been, and 
forward to what ſhall be, and 


Gop formed; for he is th Father 
of Spirits (a). There was a Time 
when they were not; when their 
Exiſtence began: fo that, pro- 


nal; but they are everlaſting, 
This mortal Life has a Begin- 


the Soul had a Beginning, but it 
ſhall have no End. This is argu- 


does not derive its Being from the 


4 | (a) Heb, xii, 9. 


on BTERNITY. 2332 
f the Body for its Continuance 
n Being. It is a ſimple, un- 
ixed; indiviſible Principle: Be- 
ng immaterial it muſt be incor-' 
ruptible and immortal: not being 
ompounded of Parts, as the Bo- 
dy is, it cannot be diſſolved. We 
argue the Exiſtence and Activity 
of the Soul, after the Death of the 
Body, from its Powers and F a- 
culties, its Capacity of extending 
its Views into Futurity, which 
n- the Btutes can not; as well as 
of feeling fuch Joys and Sortows;' 
it Hopes and Fears, as they do not. 
u- lt has an earneſt Deſire of Conti- 


he nuance in Being, and a Dread of 
ne Annihilation and Deſtruction. 


ul Now, it can hardly be thougnt if 
xe chat its wiſe and good Creator | 


te would have implanted theſe Ca- 
if 19 10 and 2 — in 5 4 ä 


„ eee, J. 


bad. it not been deſig ned for an 
immortal 1 The Pow 
ers of Conſcience, and that Dread 

af à future State, which Guilt 
| occaſions, in all, are juſily- reck- 
oned ſtanding Proofs of its Im- 
mortality. The, unequal. Diſtri- 
bution of Good and Eviliin the 
| preſent State, according to the 

real Character of rational Beings 
and moral Agents plainly ſpeaks 
an Hereafier. And indeed, this 
was . the general Sentiment a1 the 
| heathen World, and appears to be 
== the Dictate of Nature. Tho the 
4 Heathen diſcovered the Exiſtence 


| of che Soul, and a State of Re- 
3 wards and Puniſhments aſter 


Death, yet ſome of them daub- 
tw, whether that State would be 


. eyerlaſting,;, and. * reſt were 
5 much in the d: ut it; not | 
EAM N 
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mention the Caſe of thoſe 1 Rey A * : 4 
ho denied it. But, on à Point 


w 

ad M much Importance;the Serips 
ileWhres give us the cleareſt Light, 
k- " ſolve every reaſonable Doubt. 


he ſacred Writers do not ſet 
emſelves directly to prove de 
erlaſting Duration of the Soul; 
t ſeem to take it for granted, 


23 can obvious, allowed Principle; gift 
ks Wt as they do the Exiſtence of + 
dis op. The Immortality of the 
he {Wu! is a Principle, on which all 


divine Diſpenſations are foun- 
d. Nevertheleſs they aſſert it in 


ce Variety of Places; and it will 
e- proper to mention a few of 


em, that our Faith in this im- 


b- rtant Article may ſtand on a 
be 1 Foundation. — Our Lord 


zues the future Exiſtence of the 
ul e the Cadducers, Wo 


= the Beaſt 


* I : O 
> 1 
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£ 2e e cit; Nl Gow'! 85 e 
| himſelf the Gp of Anabam and 
Tſaac and Jacob, many Years af- 
ter their Death; for God, faith. 
he, is not à Gop of the, Dead, but 
' ef. the, living; for all live unto, 

bim (b). The Old Teſtament- 

Writers in many Places ſpeak. of 
it; particularly Sloman, whenthe 
faigh, The Righteous hath Hape in 
his, Death (e) + when, the Duft-re- 

turneth to the Earth as it was, the 

Spirit ſhall return unto; Gop, u, 
gave it. He makes an obſerva- 
ble Diſtinction between the, Spi- 
rit of Brutes and of Men; who . 
 tnqweth. the Spirit of Man, that 

goeth upward, and the, Spirit of 
that goeth downward d 
oy” _ (9)? And that the Spi- 
5 45 140 rits | 


Luke xx. 38. (e) Prov. xiv. 32. 
(4)/Eocles, xii, 7. iii. a1. | 


rits 
to | 
he 
are 
whi 
ah, 
and 
we | 
the 


aſſer 
the 
Saul 
Bod n 
after 
Soul 
wife 
Wor 
2 a 


(f) Lu 
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rits of Men are immortal ſeems” f 
to be intimated by David, when | 
he faith, at thy right Hand there 

are Pleaſures for evermore : i — 
when my Fleſb and my Heart Heil- | 

| Wet), Gop is the meh of my my Heart 

'. WM and my Portion for ever ( e). Bat 
, we have clearer Proofs of this in 
* 
: 


the new. Teſtament. - Our Lord 
aſſerts, that, tho Men may kill 
the Body, they cannot kill be 
Soul (f). If the Soul died with t ie, 
Body, or ceaſed to think and act 


= 4 


after Death, they mig icht kill the 
Soul as well as the Body, He like-" 
wiſe. aſſerts, that in the future 
World Men can die no more, "for _ 
they are, in Immortality equal to the - . 
drgels (g). The Apoſtles ſpeak of 
being uncleathed, Putting off the B- | 
le) Plalm-xvi. 11. Ixxii. 26. 

(f) Luke xi. 4. (8) — xx. 36, 


A) 
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&, or the Tabernacle or Ten t, in 
which the Soul reſides; which no 
more involves the Death of the 
Soul, than putting off his Cloaths 
involves the Death of a Man, 
They ſpeak of giving up the 2 
or yielding up the Spirit; of the 
Spirits of wicked Men being in 
Priſen, and the Spirits of juft Men 
_ made perfect. There are many Paſ- 
| ſages, which more directly prove 
the Immortality of the Soul, but 
they will be mentioned under 
| the next Head, — Gov is eter- 
nal by an abſolute Neceſſity of 
Nature; but Man's Immortality 
is of free Grace; becauſe he has 
forfeited his Life and Being by 
Sin. | Nevertheleſs it muſt be, as 
far as we can judge, the imme- 

diate Act of Gop to deſtroy the 

Exiſtence of Souls ; ſince they 
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- {W-ppear to baue no internal Prin- 
e cCiple of Decay and Corruption, 
aud no created Power feems able 


to put an End to their Being. 
„ But the Word of Gop aſſures us 
„ Hof their Immortality ; that they 
a ſhall live for ever; and therefore, 
according to the common Uſage 
of che Word, they may be called 
eternal. — It may not be improper, 


in this Connection, to remind you, 
that when the Scriptures ſpeak of 


Man's dying like the Beaſts, hay- 
ing no Pre-eminence over them, ; 
of there being no Wiſdom, nor 
Knowledge in the Grave; of the 


Gov, and the like, they only re- 
fer. to the Body; its being inca- 
pable of Action and Enjoyment, 
and having no more Concern with 
the Affairs of this World. 


Incapacity of the Dead to praiſe © 


B 4 7 The | 
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iS Tbe State, ta which our 
Souls temove at Death, is 
2 W 


5 Tbe * State is s Jeſcribet 
in the Scriptures, a8 4 State ,of 
Trial; and when the Time of 

human Life i is ended, the Soul of 
every Man is Temoyed to that 
State, for which it was fitted, by 
the Diſpoſitions it contracted, and 
the Manger in which, it beha- 

ved here. There i is no Fe ounda- 
tion in the Word of Go for the 
popiſ >Arine of Purgatory; 

"or a Place! in which thoſe Souls, 
"whoſe Virtues are leſs perſeck 
than the Standard of the romiſh 
Church, 8 thro? a Courſe off 

d ation to fit them for. Heaven; ; 


0 from this Diels they. Aje 


e- 


artfully eontrived and adapted to 


ly, a State of Happineſs and Mi- 
Heaven; the Hatter to be endufed 


is repreſented, as of eternal Dura- 
tion. It muſt therefore be of the 
greateſt Importance, that we ſeri- 
\oufty conſider them in this Light. 


. 


8.0 bt of $- & * 2 
is eternal. 
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Y 
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undoubtedly a State of Glory and 
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released by the Prayers and Of- 


gratify the Covetoufnefs and Am- 
dition of the romilh Prieſts.” The 
Scriptures ſpeak of two States on- 
ſery ; the former to be enjoyed in 


In Hell; and each of theſe States 


1 


„neee 
. The Happineſs of Heaven . 
| Holy Souls, when they are 
taken out of this World, are 
admitted to Phradiſe; which is 


Happineſo, tho' not equal to that 
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which they ſhall enjoy after the 
Reſurrection. Then they ſhall be 
nxed ĩ in Heaven, in the more im- 
| mediate Preſence of Gop, where 
. there are the brighteſt Diſplays of 
his Glory, and ſhall enjoy com- 
pleat and everlaſting Happineſs 
„(h). This State is deſcribed in a 
Variety of Phraſes and Figures, 
jn order to give us the moſt ex - 
alted Idea of its Dignity and Fe- 
licity; and the principal Streſs is 
laid upon this, that it is an eternal 
State. Thus, we frequently read 
of eternal Life; particularly in that 
gracious Promiſe of our Lord, 
T give unto my Sheep eternal 
Life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my Hand. The Redemption, 
which Chriſt obtained for them 
TI obey * is called gternal 
'B + "I Re- 
| & Luke xxili, 42. * xi. 2—5, 


n E T ER N 1 7 Y. 
Redemption: and that Salvation, | 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus, i is ſaid to | 


be with eternal Glory E The Houſe | 
to which good Min ſhall be re- 


moved, is eternal in the Heavens. 


The Kingdom which they ſhall 
poſſeſs, is an everlaſting King- 
dom. The Crown, which ſhall 
be given them, is an incorruptible 
Crown, a Crown of: Glory, that 
fadeth not away. Their future In- 
heritance is incorruptible and a- 
deth not away. The Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be rai ſed incorruptible, 
and this mortal muſt put en In- 


mortality. When the Apoſtle is, 8 


in the Context, deſcribing that 
Happineſs, for which their light 
and ſhort Afiitivtis prepared 
them, he calls it, a far mare er- 
ceeding, and eternal Weight of Gle- 


J. It is ſaid of the heavenly 


B 1 Wars 
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Ly 91d» that chere hall he 1 
ore Neath; that there God 
rents hall ſerve Nie and zeign 
far ever and ever ; that they ſhall 
be made Pillacs there, and fall g. 
Nef outs and. they ſhall ever 
be with the Lord. Furxher, Chis, 
Po is the Gwe yeſterday, to- 
day: and for ever, and who lives 
for.evermare, bas aſſured all his 
faithful Servants, that, kecauſe be 
lives they ſhall live alſo ; their Be- 
ing and Happineſs hall be ſecured 
by bim, and be as laſting as his 
on. And indeed the Diſpo- 
ſitions and Habits which goad 
Men contract here, and the reli- 
gious Exerciſes in which they de- 
light, qualify them for endleſs 

Happineſs. They are. capable of 
relifhing: the Joys of Heaven: 
own corn a State, in which 
: there 


az w 


of ETER ITV. 33 
were will be n Temptztish ts AM 
in, but Gery deträble Add le 
tege een 10 Hatines, 
We may reaſonably conclu 

— — will nevi forfeit the 
divine about; but be maki 
wnſtatit taitovahedts. lt een 
therefore muitable to the Holin jet 
and C86dkth of Cob to i colitis 
nue the Exiſtchce 6f ſuch pious 


afetul Ercatüfes, tho“ bis Werd "I 


did not Io ffequently and clearly 
ällure us, thät thelf fahl 


Hind, 


Phe Miſery of Hell i is ter- "ge w_ 
nal. 3 


Thoſe #hd Have med in Res 
bellior! apainſt Gob aid * 
dtenee to the Gofpel of his Son 


and have died impenitent and a 
_ B's renewed, 
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newed, are removed to a State 
of Miſery and Torment, in an 
infernal Priſon; and, at the Judg- 
ment of the great Day, . ſhall be 
condemned to continue in the 
ſame, or a worſe, Place for ever. 
This is the Language of the 
Scriptures of Truth. Our Lord 
ſtrongly aſſerts it, when, ſpeaking 
of Hell, he calls it, he Fire that 
never ſhall be quenched : where their 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is 
not quenched. And this he re- 
peats four Times in the following 
Verſes, with a ſpecial Accent on 
the Duration of it (i). His Apos- 
tles preached the ſame awful Doc- 
trine. St. Paul ſaith, They that 
know not Gon, and that obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt; 
W * e *. nn 
De. $i 


00 M ark 5 IX, 43—49 


on Erranure. 5 


Deſtrafiion (k). St Jude ſpeaks of 
the Inhabitants of Sodom and the 
Cities about them, as ſuffering the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire (l). 
To ſuch Paſſages certain Writers 
have cbjeGed, that the Words 
eternal and for ever ſometimes ſig- 
nify a limited Duration; or a pre- 
ciſe Time, whoſe. Limits are to 
us unknown; and therefore they 


may do ſo in this Caſe, I allow -. 


11 
4 the old Teſtament, they muſt ſig- 


nify a limited Duration; therefore 
the Nature of the Subjects, con- 
cerning which they are uſed, muſt 

be conſidered; and, when they 


ſuperior Spirits, whaſe Nature is 
immortal, (as is the Caſe in al- 
moſt every Place of the new Teſts 

8 ament 


oh. m „ (1) hf. 


15 


are applied to the human Soul er 


may de argued from other Places, 


— 1 as. th a * 2/4 A N "Is 2 7 4 9 8 * 5 . 4 « 7 , 5 Pry 
P w__ 7 24 7 E * 5 ? = 4 ; 
> g 4 " Y $ _—_ 4 
: I : 9 5 N 3 
38 18e ö RSA I 
y « © 4 , . 8 * - 
l g * 
. - 


ament witre the Words Wande 
ted c verlaſing, eternul, and for ci 
and ter occur) they muſt Be ta. 

ken in their utmoſt Extent, Thi 


where the Eternity of future Mi 
- fery is fet forth; and from ob: 
ſerving, {and it is to be care fully 
confidered) that the ſame Lam 
- guape is uſed to expreſs the Con 
tinuance of the Happineſs of the 
- righteous, and the Mifety of the 
wicked, Thus, our Lord, hi: 
ving defctibed the Solettifiities of 
the future Judgment, faith, 757%, 
1. e. the wicked, ſhall go awiy 
into everlaſting Pur; — biit the 
Righteous into Lift 0 ( m). 
The original Word is the ſane 
with Regard to the State of both, 
cho our Tranſlators have without 
| he 
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on Er ERA 1 v. 39 


Necaflity rendered at differently. = 
There ſeems no Reaſon, there= 
fores to believe, that the fame 
Words, ftanding in ſo cloſe a 
Connection and applied to the #} 
ſame Subject, ſhould expreſs two 
ſuch different Ideas, as an ever- 
laſting, and a limited Duration. +: 
This is what I lay the principat k 
Streſs upon in this Argument: 
and it is confirmed by obſerving, 
that the Apoſtle h uſeth the 
fame Words to expreſs the pu- 
niſhment of the Wicked, as he 
uſeth to expreſs the Eternity of _ 
God, of Chrift, and the Happi- 
| neſs of the Righteous, which alt 
allow to be an endleſs Duration. 
Fhus, ſpeaking of Gon, he _—_ _ 
wha liveth fir ever and ever, or 
to Ages of Ages. He repreſents 
ho ik laying to: wy Pan 


>» aint bete the Words want 


* c 
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ted verlafling, eternul, 
and der oc) they thuſt be ta. 


ken in their utmoſt Extent. THD 
may be argued from vther Places, 
Where the Eternity of future Mi 
- fery is ſet forth; and from of: | 
ſetving, {and it is to be care fuß 
confidered) that the ſattit Lat 
| -puaye is uſed to expreſs the Cott 
Fo titwance of the Happlnels af the 
Ht righteous, and the Miſery of the 
Wicked. Thus, our Lord, tis 


Fung deſcribe the Sotettitiities of 


the future Judgment, (ith, Th2/2, 


1 + e. the wicked, fhalf go awiy 


Into fault Puniſh 15 But the - 
Riphtront into Life eternal (m). 
The original Word is tHe ſame 
With Regard to the State of both, 
> "Oy our: Tradflators n, 

. e 
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on — 1 v. 39 
_ Neceflity rendered it differemly. © | 7 
There ſeems no Reaſon, 'there= © 7 
fore, to believe, that the fame ! 
Words, ſtanding in fo cloſe a 
Connection and applied to the 
ſame Subject, ſhonld expteſs two 
ſuch different Ideas, as an ever- 
laſting, and a limited Duration. 


This is what I lay the principat 2 [ 
Streſs upon in this Argument: — 


and it is confirmed by obſerving, 
that the Apoſtle 
fame Words to expreſs the Pu- 


ohn uſeth the 


niſhment of the Wicked, as he bn 


uſeth to expreſs the Eternity of 
Goy, of Chrift, and the Happi- 
neſs of the Righteous, which alt 
allow to be an endleſs Duration. 
Fhus, ſpeaking of Gon, he faith, 


wha liveth fir ever and ever, or 42 


to Ages of Ages. He repreſents 


Cbriſt, as ſaying. to him, Dam 
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alive for cbermus-; and ſaith; bib 
=—  Cervants: ſhall "reign for ever and 
ber. Now he uſes the ſame 
= _ Phraſe concerning the Miſery of 
= the Wicked: ſpeaking of the 
Worſhippers of the Beaſt and his 
Image, and thoſe who receive his 
Mark, he ſaith, the ſame ſball be 
tormented with Firt and Brimſtone, 
in the Preſence of the holy agel, | 
8 and in the Preſence of the —— | 
and the Smoke of their Torment g. 
cendeth. up for ever and ever, and 
they have'no re, Day nor Night.: 
Again, the Devil, that decerved: 
them, was caſt into the Lake of Fire, 
and Brimſtone, where the Beaſt and: 
the falſe Prophet are, and they ſhall 
= be tormented day and ni ght, or ever 
- and ever 3 This i is ſo ſtrong a 
| 8 e : 


| ® Compare Ronde, % 70. v. 14. is 13. 
i. 5. withaiv, 11. xx. 10, 
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on bir . 


Phraſe, that if it does not ſignify 2 | 5 | 


proper everlaſting. Duration, there 


is no Paſſage in the Scriptures 


that doth. I muſt therefore, upon 
whether the new Teſtament doth - 


not declare, in a Variety of the - | 


moſt ſignificant Phraſes, that the 
Miſery of the Wicked ſhall be 
eternal. Vet, if theſe Declarati - 
ons were not ſo full and expreſs, 


it would be difficult to e how 3 


Men are immortal: T y carry. 
out of this World the ſame Diſ- 


poſitions and Habits, which dh BE” 


contracted here. Now Miſery is 
the natural Effect and Conſe- 
quence of Sin; and their Miſery 
muſt be uninterrupted, becauſe 
there will be nothing, in that Place 
of Tarn, to divert the Atten- 
| tion 


k 


— 9 
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ttion of the Soul and afford it thy 
aſe. A genſe of having loſt Hen. 
ven, and that Diſſatisfaction, Ver- 


| ation, and Remorſe, which the 
| guilty Conſcience muſt feel, would 


make the Soul miſcrable, where 
ever it was fixed, and without any 
pPoſitive Puniſnment from the Al- 
mighty. And this Miſery mul 
continue, unleſs Gop were to an- 
nihilate, or utterly to deſtſoy, the 
Soul, which JI ſee no Reaſon to 
believe he will. An eaſy Senſe of 
the Words, Death, Dzhiractin 
and the ſecand Deatbimay be given, 
without ſuppoſing an Extinction 
of Being, and very confiftent with 
the many ſtrong Expreſſions of 
the Bternity of future Mifery. Such 
Words, Lapprehend, denote the 
entire Loſs and Abſence of all 
en Eaſe, as; and 


on ETEZV Iv. 43 


Hope. 80, a State of Sin anda 
State of Miſery are oſten called 


Deathand Pgſcruction in the Serip- 

tures (o). There is. no Proſpect, 
that this. Miſery, will produce A- 
mendment, ſince the fallen Angels, 
who have been many thouſand 
Years under the divine Diſplea- 
ſure, continue impenitent and ob- 
ſtinate; and (as bt. Fude obferyes) 
are reſerved in euerlgſting Ghains 
under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment 


of the graut Day (p) *. But ſome 
: have ſuggcited,. at * jt-may»be 
„ 1 
1 (o) e Hoſ. xiii. 1. Rom. vii. 10. 
Y Prov. xvii. 195 Eph. ii. 1, 5, &c. - 
E (p) Jude v, v. 6. 


* The Word here reader'd 3 bs 
| applied, to the divine Being by St. Paul Rom. 
i. 20. bis. eternal Power, and has not the 
ſame Ambiguity as the former Word is ſup- 
poſed to have, which is, I think, a e 


mation e 
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*t isst A8 K 
e confi tent dich the Tung 
46 of Gop to diſpenſe with hi 
; & "Threatnings, and leſſen *the 
. Duration of future Miſery, tho 
« theſe Threatnings ſeem to refer 
to an everlaſting Puniſhment,” 
But 1 apprehend, it would het 
L conſiſtent with his Wiſdom, Ve. 
| -racity and Faithfulneſs to remit 
ia be when his (Threat: 
nings are ſo expreſs and wm 
tional, and their Time of Trial is 
ended. This Opinion is directhy 
confuted by the Apoſtle, who 
ſaith, Fu we believe not, or are un- 
faithful, yet he abideth faithful; d 
be cannot deny himſelf, by acting Ml c 


7 


8 5 


contrary to his repeated ſolemn t 
Declarations (q). Beſides, this Ar- 
gument ſuppoſes, that ſome Men ( 


| know more of Go 8 ſecret Pur- 


* * i . poſes 
1 . 
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poſes, than he intended they ; 
ſhould, and fo refle cis highly up⸗ 15 


I Di on his Wiſdom and Honour. He 
g the deſig ned that we ſnould believe, 
tho he l. execute his Threatnings, 
ler but they have diſcovered that he 
in not. The: Objestots may 


think themſelves wiſe i in making 
this Diſcovery; het, as the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah obſerves, He alla, tos 
wiſe, and will bring evil, and well . 
not call back his Wirds (r (r e — We, 
cannot judge, what important, 
Ends may be anſwered with Re- 
gard to the whole rational Crea- 
tion, by the eternal Miſery, of the 
1 damned; who may be very few, 3 
compared with the great Multi- 
wh tude, which no Man can num», 
„ver, of God's holy and happy 5 
N Creatures: and therefore we muſt. 
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; not take upon us poſitively to de. . 07 
termine; that the Duration of l. 
their Miſery * catmbt” be eren . 
tho the Paſſages in Queſtion were Ml 4 
more obſcure wr doubtful, than [ 

they are. I. ſhall conctude this mak 

| Head in the W ords of Dr. Lucas,” Apf 
Mechinks, before one ſhdud 4 
e enture on Sin; which is threats ; alte 
wor ned with Miſery; pore, and r10U 
3 unallayed, complicate aceu- 1 
„ mulated Miſery; Miſery un Apt 

200 alterable, indurable and ring s Ma 
cc 15 Tong as Eternity, it were tho 
«reaſonable to be very ſure, that * 
de the Notion of a. Hell were ert 

4 falſe; and the Doctrine of eter- 

„ nal Puniſhment a mere Bug- Ss; 

the 


« bear. Nay, I proteſt, in a Mat- 
« ter of this Importance, I think | Bb 
se one ſhould ſcarce truſt to a 


8 Demonſtralion, unleſs it had 
" "os paſſed | * } 


yy 21 E f Y. : 47) 
«; paſſed the. Teſt of the moſt ſos .. 


or Mc; lid and impartial. Part of ae 5 7 [ 
kind, and ſtoad Weinen and RTE 
ere Trial of many a 
jan I cannot, in this 8 | 

his make ſo large and particular ad 
tf 5 Application of this weighty Sub⸗ T Frog 
Id je ect as it deſerves. 4, {ball heres: 1 3 
t. after urge upon your Minds a ſe- 

d rious conſtant Regard to Eterni- 


ty; or, in the Language of the 
Apoſtle, to look not at the Things 
which are ſeen and temporal, but 
5 thoſe, which are not ſeen and: e- 
eternal. In the mean Time, let me: : 
exhort and intreat you, to reflect“ 
upon what has been ſaid, and 
daily to fix your Thoughts upon 
me wonderful Weight and Im- 
portance of Etarnity. Think of 
dboſe two widely different States, 
which : 
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| whichT ws hed eating WR 
the eternal Duration of both. 
Think of that endleſs, boundleſs 
the Souls of Men 
| remove; ; that State wnich ad nitz 
of no Chänge, nor Pauſe, nor 
Period for eyer. It is Eternity, 
my Brethren, it is Eternity, that 
puts Weight into unſeen Things 
into che Glocies and Joys of Hea · 
ven, into the Miſeries and Tor- 
ments of the Damned. Heaven 
would, comparatively, be no Hea - 
ven; and Hell, comparatively, no 
Hell, had not each Eternity in it. 
And will you not think of this? 
its ever- flowing 
Stream, is bearing you away to 
the boundleſs Ocean of-Eternity : 


State, to which 


Time, with 


And will you not think to which 


of theſe States you are going? 


| There i is no third, Will you de- 
1 


e 


„ 22 
4 - 


'\\ 


Day, you may be in Eternity, 


and then it will be too late to 


conſider it. Yiu have each ER 


you a Soul within you, that will 


live for ever; that is capable of. 
inconceivable . Joy or Torment; 


and in the one, or the other, it 
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fer the Thought till deres 
and fay, ſome Time hence 
« will conſider. it ?” Alas, long 
before that Time comes, yea be- 
fore another Sabbath, or another 


muſt live for ever. Can I poſſiblx 


ſay, or you think of, any Thing, 
of greater Moment? O that you. 
were wiſe, that you under flood this, 


that you would confider * latter 3 


End! (s). 
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2 Corinthians Iv, -18, 


Bux the Things which are not hon, 
are ETERNAL, oc. 


27 ts rok V relates, that 
when Xerxes, Fine of 

M Perf, fa, looked round 
* on his vaſt Army, he 
could not forbear burſting into 
Tears to think, that within leſs 
than a hundred Years, every 
one of them would be dead. 
There his Views ftopped. But 
it is much more affecting to a 
chriſtian Miniſter, who conſiders 
Things in the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, when he looks round on a 
1 
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on ET E RNITY. 51 "N 
numerous Congregation, to re- 
flect, that every human Creature 
before him is an immortal Crea- - 
tare ; and that each of the Living 
who compoſe that Aſſembly will, 
in a few Years, be not only num- 
bered with the Dead, but fixed in 
an eternal, unalterable State. It 

- WH muſt increaſe the Awfulneſs ß 
t MW the Thought to ſuppoſe, that, 


f Wl notwithſtanding all his Care and 
d' WF Concern, all the Fidelity of his 
e Admonitions and the Warmth of 

0 his Perſuaſions and Intreaties, it 
ss probable that ſome of them will 
fall into everlaſting Deſtruction. 
Por where is the Aſſembly which 

t Wl conſiſts entirely of thoſe, who 

1 have paſſed from Death to Life, 
$ are the Children of Gop and the 
» WH Heirs of Heaven? How few ap- 
Pear to act in good earneſt for 
i C 2 another, 
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another World! How many ſeem 
entirely unconcerned about it! 
With theſe affecting Thoughts 
deeply impreſſed upon my Heart, 
T have been lately diſcourſing to 


n. my dear Brethren, concer- 


ning Eternity ; and am now to 
reſume the Subject, with a hum- 


ble Hope, that, thro' the divine 
| Blefling, it will be effectual to 
reſcue ſome Soul from Deſtrue- 
tion, and direct it in the Way to 


everlaſting Life. In the for- 
mer Diſcourſe I attempted to il- 
luſtrate the general Nature of E- 
ternity : I then conſidered it with 
a particular Reference to our 


Souls, and laid before you thoſe 


Evidences of their Tmmortality, 
which appear to me moſt ſatis- 


factory; and thoſe Proofs, with 


Which the Scriptures furniſh us, 


of 


CEOS 


| _Y km ky 


of the eternal Duration of future 


Happineſs and Miſery, I ſhall 


now endeavour to impreſs theſe 
Things upon your Hearts and my 
own by a ſuitable Application, i in 


the following 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. How great are our Obli- | 
gations to Gop, and the 
Redeemer, for diſcovering 
eternal Things to us, and 
making Proviſion for our 
eſcaping everlaſting Miſe- 
ry, and obtaining everlaſ- 
ting Life! Oy: 


The future World is an un- 
ſeen World; therefore we are 
prone to forget it, or to be too 
little impreſſed with its Concerns, 
FU remedy this Evil, Gop has 
| IS given 
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given us his Word, and therein 
favoured us with a clear Account 
of the Nature of our Souls, and 
the eternal State, to which they 


are going. The wiſeſt Philoſo- 


phers among the Heathen were 
much in the dark about unſeen 
Things. T hey had ſtrong De- 
fires of Immortality; and many 
of them juſtly argued the future 
Exiſtence of the "Soul from ſuch 
Defires : but they knew little of 


the Length of that Exiſtence, or 


the Nature of future Bliſs and 
| Woe. The Vulgar were amuſed 


with many Tales and Fables con- 


cerning them; dreſſed up indeed 
in elegant Language by their Po- 


etz, but only fitted to-give them 
wrong Notions of a future State, 


and had very little Tendency to 
. promote the Intereſt of Virtue. 


# he 


on ETERNITY: 55. L 
Tbe Ideas which the Jews had af - =_ 


the future State were very ob- 
ſcure ; and there was one $a 
among them, the Sadducees, whas 
as St. Luke tells us, aſſerted, that 
| there is no Reſurrefi en neither An- 
gel nor Spirit (a), in which they 
fell ſhort of many Heathen Philo- 
ſophers. But St. Paul obſerves, 
that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt hath | 
Brought Life. and Immortality 1 
+4 * thro the Goſpel (b). 
has removed the Veil, that was 
upon the other World, and 
thrown a Light upon its differ- 
ent Regions. We are not leſt 
to precarious ConjeQures, what 
becomes of the Soul, when it 
leaves the Body ; into what State 
it enters, and how. long it ſhall 
endure, We are plainly aſſured, 
G 
0 Acts xxiii, 8. | (b) 2 Tim, i Ld. 
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that the | Soul is immortal, and 4 
ſhall be happy or miferable for 7 
| 


ever. This is expreſſed in Lan- 
guage ſo plain, that a Child may 
underſtand it; and yet, as Hope 
and Fear are the great Springs of a 
the Soul, which ſet it in Motion, 
theſe awful Scenes are deſcribed -Þ 
in the moſt ſublime and affecting « 
Manner. All the Force of Lan- 8 
guage is employed to paint them 
cout, in order to ſtrike our dull 
Minds, and make abiding Im- 
preſſions on our treacherous Me- p 
mories. It is kind and gracious 
in God to give us fo many noble 
Deſcriptions of the Joys of Hea- 
ven, to. allure us to our Duty; ſo 
many awful Views of the Miſe- 
ry of Hell, to deter us from Sin; 
and all prove little enough to an- 
ſwer theſe important Ends. It 
R 48 : | 7 ſh ews 
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on ETERNITY. 57 
ſhews the infinite Value of the 
_ Goſpel, and our immenſe Obli- 
gations to Gon for it, that it 
makes theſe Diſcoveries; and, 
which is yet more important, 
gives us the plaineſt Directions, 


how we may eſcape the Wrath 


to come, and lay hold on eternal 
Life. Tho' Reaſon is capable of 
diſcovering unſeen Things, yet 
it could never give us any ſatis- 
factory Evidence, how the eternal 
Well-being of Souls, which had 
contracted Guilt here, could be 
ſecured. Not all the Treaſures 
of the World, nor the whole Cir- 
cle of Science, could deliver us 
from the Guilt of one Sy, free 
us from one of the Almighty's 
Terrors, or give us one well- 
grounded Hope. Bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed, therefore, be the Gon 
„ and 


m 
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and Father of our Lord Jeſs 
-Chriſt, whohath begotten us again 
to a lively Hope. Let us like- 
wiſe reflect with fervent ;Grati- 
tude on our Obligations to a 
gracious Redeemer, by whom 
_ "theſe important Diſcoveries of a 
future World are made unto us 3 
and who allo gave himſelf for us 
to redeem us from all Iniquity, 
the Weges of which is Death, 
and to open the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all Believers. How 
aſtoniſhing is that Love, which 
diſpoſed him to ſhed his precious 
Blood for Sinners, that they 
might not eternally © periſh, but 
have everla/iing Life; through 
-whom we are not appointed to 
Wrath, but to obtain eternal 
Salvation! Think, my Fellow- 
e EY and ſeri- 
| _ ouſly 


en ETEZN ITV. 39 


ouſly think, that Jeſus gave hs 
Life a Ranſom for us. By his 


meritorious Sufferings, by his a- 
toning Sacrifice, an honourable 
Way is made for our Deliver- 
ance from the Wrath to come: 

and in Conſequence of this, the 
righteous Governor of the World 


can receive penitent Sinners to 


Favour and Happineſs, without 


Danger of his Juſtice being im- 


peached, or his Authority fligh- 


ted. By the aſſiſting Grace and 


ever · prevailing Interceſſion of 
Chriſt, we hope to obtain the In- 


heritance he hath purchaſed. Tt 


cannot be doubted, that He, who 
died for his Servants, will con- 
duct them thro' the Dangers and 


Difficulties of Life, deliver them 


from every evil Work, and pre- 
ſerve them to his heavenly King- 
7.4 WG dom. 


ana Father of our Lord Jeſus 
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Chriſt, who hath begotten us again 
to a lively Hope. Let us like- 
wiſe reflect with fervent Grati- 
tude on our Obligations to a 
gracious Redeemer, by whom 
'theſe important Diſcoveries of a 
future World are made unto us; 
and who alſo gave himſelf for us 
to redeem us from all Iniquity, 
the Wages of which is Death, 
and to open the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all Believers. How 
aſtoniſhing is that Love, which 
diſpoſed him to ſhed his precious 
Blood for Sinners, that they 
might not eternally > periſh, but 
have everla/iing Life; through 
-whom we are not appointed to 
Wrath, but to obtain eternal 
Salvation! Think, my Fellow- 
ee frequently and ſeri- 
| | ouſly 
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ouſly think, that Jeſus gave his 
Life a Ranſom for us. By his 
meritorious Sufferings, by his a- 
toning Sacrifice, an honourable 
Way is made for our Deliver- 
ance from the Wrath to come: 
and in Conſequence of this, the 
righteous Governor of the World 


can receive penitent Sinners to 


Favour and Happineſs, without 
Danger of his Juſtice being im- 
peached, or his Authority fligh- 


ted. By the aſſiſting Grace and 
ever - prevailing Interceſſion of 
Chriſt, we hope to obtain the In- 
 heritance he hath purchaſed. It 


cannot be doubted, that He, who 


died for his Servants, will con- 


duct them thro' the Dangers and 


_ Difficulties of Life, deliver them 
from every evil Work, and pre- 
 ferve them to his heavenly King- 


CS dom. 
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dom. To him be Glory for ever 
and ever: and Thanks, ardent, 
e verlaſting Thanks be unto Gon 
1 2 his unſpeakable Gift. 
What Folly and Mad- 
wel are Men chargeable 


i with for neglecting eter- ba, 
2 e war Concerns! | — 
=_ .- When we obſerve how Men dy 
[ behave, one would imagine, they la 
1 looked upon theſe Things not to b 
be ſo much as Conjectures, but 9 
ö evident Falſhoods; and thought 4 
they ſhould either die like the - x 
= Brutes, or, if they ſurvived, that 2 
_ Gop had no Wrath for them to :4 

fear, and no Mercy for them to +4 

deſire. Look into the Conduct q 


of Mankind, even of profeſſing 
Chriſtians, and you will ſee, that 
viſible and temporal Things ap- 


30 © 2 Pear 
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pear to them moſt weighty ; un- 

ſeen and eternal Things, moſt. 
trifling. They are eagerly ſoli- 
citous to provide for their frail 
dying Bodies, and to heap-up _ 
Wealth, which they cannot car-« 
ry with them, but take no Care, 

or very little Care, of the nobler 

Part of their Nature, their never- 

dying Souls. They are, every Day, 
laying up for Years to come, 

but take no Thought for Eterni- 
ty; tho every Thing elſe is buſy 
Idleneſs, laborious Sloth, and 
wretched, miſchievous Imperti- 
nence. They have no Notion of 

the Value of Time, any further 
than as their worldly Intereſt de- | 
pends upon it. They are diligent ' ⁵⁶ 
in trading, but negligent in'pray- WM 
ing. Their Shop-Books are du- f 
l ly polted, and their Accounts 
with 
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how Accounts ſtand between 


n which was given 


with Men ſtated and balanced; 
but they ſeldom conſult the Book 
of Gop, in order to know wha 
they muſt do to eſcape eternd 
Wrath; and have never enquired, 


Gop and their immortal Souls, 
Vea, ſome who have lived ſix- 
ty, and ſeventy Years, and knoy 


that Eternity cannot be far off, in 
have, it is to be feared, never an- 
in their whole Lives, ſpent one to 
ſerious Hour in enquiring into fac 
the Nature and State of theit an 
Souls, and what Preparation is Ir 
neceſſary for Eternity. There are t 
other Perſons, leſs buſy about t] 
temporal Concerns, but: equally I 
- lothful and careleſs about eternal 1 
ones. They waſte that precious 0 
Time in unneceſſary Sleep, or d 


them 


hem to improve for Eternity. 
hey contrive a thouſand Me- 
thods to kill Time, and are thank-_ 
ful to any one for an Expedient 
to paſs it of, They waſte thoſe 
Hours in publick Houſes, Clubs 
and gay Aſſemblies, in gaming 
and Amuſement; which ſhould be 
employed in ſtudying their Bibles, 
in the Devotions of the Family 
and Cloſet, and in doing Good 
to Mankind, They waſte Gop's 
ſacred Time, as well as their own; 
and will not devote even the ſnort 
Interval of a Sabbath to ſecure 

their eternal Happineſs. Such is 
the State of the Generality of 
Mankind. They go on in their 
Buſineſs or their Diverſions with- 
out any ſeeming Concern. They 
lie down, and riſe up on the 
Brink of Hell, and yet are ſecure 
Wb and 
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c 


64 Driscouvrse II 


haps they are a little alarmed, 


. againſt 


and fearleſs. The Life everlaſlin 
is indeed anArticle of their Cree 
which they often repeat; and eve 
in the immediate Preſence d 
Gop. They hear of an eternd 
Heaven and Hell every Sabbath, 
when they can find Time for 
publick Worſhip ; yet continue 
as unmoved, as if it was no- 
thing to them. Sometimes, if 
you addreſs them very ſeriouſly 
on theſe weighty Subjects, they 
ſtare and ſeem aſtoniſhed ; per- 


and begin to think there is ſome- 
thing in them. But when the 
Sermon is done, or the friendly 
Monitor retired, they return to 
their Negligence and Folly again. 
Thus wretchedly does the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin. harden Men's 
Hearts, They ſeem to-be Proof 
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againſt the Terrors of the Lord 
and the Grace of the Goſpel. 
The Blood of Chriſt ſhed for 
Souls, the Strivings of the Spirit 
with them, the Warnings of 
Conſcience, the Admonitions of 
Friends, the Addreſſes and Pray- 
ers of Miniſters have no abiding 
Effect on their ſtupid ſenſeleſs 


i Spirits. They forget that, while 
fy Wy they trifle, Time paſſeth on; and, 
ey while they ſlumber, their Dam- | 
r- WJ nation flumbereth not. Thus 


they go on, in a Round of Folly 
and Impertinence, till their Foot 
flippeth in ſome dreadful Moment, 
and they are loſt for ever. — And 
now what can we ſay to theſe 
Things, but take up the mourn- 
ful Lamentation of Solomon, The 
Heart of the Sons of Men is full of 
Evil, and Madneſs i is in their Heart 
while 
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while they live, and after that thy 
go te the dead (e) ?—fiternity ! i. 
tle do careleſs Souls think, hoy 
much is contained in that one 
awful Word. May the Lord for- 
give us, that we ſee ſo much of 
this Folly and Madneſs, and no 
more lament it ! That we do not 
more tenderly pity periſhing 
Souls, and more earneſtly pray 
for them ! To ſee Men wilfully 
| throwing away their Souls for 3 
Thing of nought, and acting, 
as if every Thing was important Wl © 
but Eternity, what more affec- © 
ting, melting Sight can there be 
to a pious Mind ? Let us, wich 
real, chriſtian Compaſſion, be fre- * 
quently offering up ſuch Petiti- I 
ons as . for thoſe unhappy ml 
Crea- 


(e) Eccl, ix. 30 
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Creatures ; ; „ O Thou, who 
« createdſt Souls, with a Capacity 
ei to know, and love, and enjoy 
« thee for ever; and, out of thy 
« boundleſs Compaſſion, haſt ſent 
« thy dear Son to ſeck and ſave 
« them; to inform them of an 
« _ Heaven and an er 


« which do not pity themſelves. 
« Let Mercy interpoſe between 
« them and everlaſting Ruin. 
e Awaken them out of their 
« pleaſant Slumber, tho' it be 
on the Brink of Damnation, 


Are the Things, which are 
not ſeen, eternal, let us reflect 


3. How ſerious ſhould Mi- 
niſters and Parents be, in 
8 ad- 


« Hell; pity theſe wretched Souls, 


« Jeſt they periſh for ever, and 
“there be none to deliver them.“ 
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addreſſing the Souls com- 
mitted to their Charge 


Bear with me, my chriſtian 
Friends, while, with Eternity in 
my View, I ſolemnly admoniſh 
myſelf and you. It is an awful 
Idea, which the Apoſtle gives us 
of the miniſterial Office, when 
he ſaith, They watch for your Souls, 


as they that muſt give Account (d). ® 
It is for Souls, precious, dear - gr 
bought, everlaſting Souls they Wl ge 
watch; and they muſt give Ac- E- 
count to Gop of their Integrity Ml th 
and - Zeal in their Work, How pi 


diligent and laborious ſhould Mi- 
niſters therefore be, in ſtudying th 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, which v 
contains the Rule of Duty, the v 
Terms of Acceptance, and the . 

|  -Sanc- 0 


(4) Heb, xiii, 17, 


on ETERNITY. 69 
ganctions of the divine Law: 

that they may be able to inform 
the ignorant; direct awakened 
Sinners what they muſt do to be 
ſaved, and encourage any ſerious 
Impreſſions which may appear! 
How careful ought they to be, to 
conſider their Hearers as immortal 
Creatures; and not ſpend their 
ſacred Hours in entertaining 
them with dry Criticiſms, ab- 
ſtruſe Speculations or curious Re- 
flections, which may tickle the 
Ear, pleaſe the Fancy, and gain 


but leave their Hearts entirely 
untouched ! How faithful ſhould 
they be, in reproving thoſe 
Vices, againſt which the eternal 
Wrath of Gop is denounced 

and cautioning againſt thoſe In. 
dulgencies, dy which unſtable 
Souls 


the Applauſe of the undiſcerning, 
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Souls are beguiled, the Horror of 
Sin taken off, and the Dread of 
Wrath to come leſſened! With 


What ardent active Compaſſion 
ſhould they addreſs the Conſci- 


ences of Men, trying every aw- 


ful Repreſentation, every ten- 


der and pathetic Remonſtrance, | 


to make them thoughtful and re- 


ligious ! How ſolicitous ſhould 


thef be to ſet the Terrors of the 


Lord in Array before them; to 


frighten them, if poſſible, out of 

their Indolence, and make them 
anxious to know, what they ſhall 
do to inherit eternal Life! Un- 
moved by the Folly and Uncha- 
ritableneſs of thoſe, who may 


fſtile them ſevere and mercileſs 


Preachers for fo doing, let them 


imitate the Exampleof Chriſt and 
his holy Apoſiles, who diſplayed 


the 
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he Wrath to come in all its Ter- 
ors: remembering this, that, 
owever Men may cenſure them 
ow, it will appear at the Judg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, that they 

were more merciful and compaſ- 

ſionate to Souls, than thoſe who 
propheſy ſmooth Things, and ff. 
zr Sin upon their Fellow-Immor- 

tals (e). How careful ſhould 
Miniſters be to addreſs their 
Hearers in a Way, that they 
can underſtand and fee]; ſenſi- 
ble, that the meaneſt of them has 
an immortal Soul that muſt be ſa- 
ved or damned for ever; and that 
there is little Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs without addreſſing to Men's 
Hopes and Fears: according to 
the Obſervation of a lively Au- 

tor, 


(e) Lev, xix, 17. 
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thor, © that all ſuch Writing 
« and Diſcourſes as touch n 
* Man, will mend no Man *,” 
Were Miniſters to enable, 
when they appear in the Pulpit, 
that it is poſſible ſome one, at 
leaft, of .their Hearers, may be 
attending their laſt Sermon, joi- 
ning in their laſt publick Prayer, 
ſpending their laſt Sabbath on 
Earth ; and, before the next, may 
be in endleſs Joy or endleſs Woe, 
what a wonderful Efficacy would 
this have to make them preach 
and pray like Men in earneſt: 
not like Men acting a Part, or 
going over a Round of Services 
for Pay; but as thoſe that know 
and remember, that they and 
their Hearers are haſtening / o an 
awful Account, before him who 

* 


Mr. Pope, 


tall judge the King! « and nes 
dead. Allow us, therefore, Bre- 
thren, to deal plainly and faith» 
fully with you, for your eternal 
Intereſt is at Stake. We could, 
perhaps, entertain you with ſome 
ſpeculative Niceties, or curious 
Enquiries; and this, with leſs 
er, Study and Labour than is requi- 
on ſite to form ſuch Diſcourſes, as 
ay the meaneſt Capacity may under- 
de, ſtand, and by which dull Minds 
1d may be awakened and affected. 
ch But were we in this Inſtance to 

t: conſult our own Eaſe and Va? 
nity, and your Amuſement, it 
would be Cruelty to your Souls. 
Some of you might cenſure and 
d reproach us for it to all Eternity, 
n 
d 


and your Blood may be required at 
our "Hang 00 May Gop awa-. 
D. 1 - lt 


(f) Ezck, il, 28, 
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e and Diſcourſes as touch no 


thor, that all ſuch Writing 


« Man, will mend no Man . 
Were Miniſters to mecalled. 
when they appear in the Pulpit, 
that it is poſſible ſome one, at 
leaft, of their Hearers, may be 
attending their laſt Sermon, joi- 
ning in their laſt publick Prayer, 
ſpending their laſt Sabbath on 
Earth ; and, before the next, may 


be in endleſs Joy or endleſs Woe, 
what a wonderful Efficacy would 


this have to make them preach 
and pray like Men in earneſt: 


not like Men acting a Part, ot 


going over a Round of Services 
for Pay; but as thoſe that know 


and remember, that they and 
their Hearers are e an 
awful Account, before hi 


who 


hall 


— 


# Mr, Pope, 
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ſhall judge the living” l 3 


dead. Allow us, therefore, Bre- 
thren, to deal plainly and faith» 
fully with you, for your eternal 
Intereſt is at Stake. We could, 
perhaps, entertain you with ſome 
ſpeculative Niceties, or curious 
Enquiries; and chis, with leſs 
Study and Labour than is requi- 
ſite to form ſuch Diſcourſes, as 
the meaneſt Capacity may under- 
ſtand, and by which dull Minds 
may be awakened and affected. 
But were we in this Inſtance to 
conſult our own Eaſe and Va- 
nity, and your Amuſement, it 
would be Cruelty to your Souls. 
Some of you might cenſure and 


reproach us for it to all Eternity, 


and your Blood may be required at 
aur Hand 0 NR Gon awa- 
D. „ en 


© kack. Ui, 18. 


they are engaged! and then — 
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ken all his Miniſters to be du. 
ly ſenfible of the Worth of their 
own Souls, and to remember, 
that their own eternal Intereſt, 2 
well as that of their Hearers, iz 
eoncerned in the Work in which 


they will be indolent and trifle n 
more. — What has been already 
ſaid under this Head ought to 
come with great Weight on the 
| Minds of chriftian Parents. Your 

Children, Sirs, are Creatures for- 
med for Eternity They have 
never dying Borg and: - theſe 
Souls are committed to your 
Charge. An awful Truſt, for 
which you muſt give a ſtrict Ac- 
count] Have you. no Concern, 
but about their Bodies; to feed 
and clothe them and put them 


_ a th to yore them- 
elves 


on ETERNITY: 75 
i . 


bs _ 


de. ſelves; in the World? You de al- 
beit moſt as much as this for your 
ber, i Horſes and Dogs. Is it enough, | 
a think ye, to teach them polite 
u Accompliſhments and to get For- 

ich tunes for them? I hope you think 
dis is not enough. You teach 

no your Children the Principles of 

dy Religion: It is well. But do the7 
to not fee in you too much Eager- 
the ! nefs about the World, and Fond- 


ur neſs for Dreſs and Pleaſures? and 
or · do you not eneourage theſe Diſ- 
we poſitions im them? and thus your 
e Behaviour directly contratlicts the 
. Maxims of the Goſpel, which 
or you teach them; and, in Effect, 
undoes all your Inſtructions. Let 
| rect you to enquire, as in 
the Sight of Goy, with what Se- 
m riouſneſs you teach your Children, 


D 2 pray 


Pa with what Earnefinefs you 


* — N r 8 CG. 
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0! 
pray for them. If yau'never-talk 
#ternal Concerns; or never appear 
deeply affected, when you are 
Children believe that they ate 
Important, or that you think 
them ſo? If you never pray 
with them alone, nor in your 
Families; or only in a cold, for- 
mal lifeleſs Manner, how is it 
likely that Gon ſhould: hear your 
Prayers, or your Children be the 
better for them? If they ſee you 
much elated with worldly Suc- 
.ceſs, and much dejected at world- 
Ay Loſſes; if they ſee you very di- 
ligent and anxious about ſcen and 
temporal Things, but ſhewing no 
Concern and Zeal about unſen 
and efernal Things; what Good 
ein you expe from them ? M 
N 


3 . 
The .w- „ * 
1 | 


Brethren,” the plain Queſtion is 
this, have your Children immor- 
tal Souls, or have they not f If 
they have, it undoubtedly ought 
to be your firſt, your chief Care 
to est thoſe ill Habits and 
Paſſions, which would make them 
Fewel for eternal Fire; and to 
cultivate and encourage thoſe. 
good Diſpoſitions and Qualities, + 
which will be the Seed of eternal. "2 
Life. Remember that your Chil- _ 
dren may ſoon die, and be out of 
the Reach of your Inſtructions 
and Prayers; and, if they periſſi 
thro' your Neglect, Gop will re- 
quire their Blood at your Hand. 
J hope you pity and pray fox 
your Miniſters under the Weight. 
of ſo awful a Thought. They are 
obliged to you for your Pity. wet 
Prayers; and they can make you). 
4223 D 3 no 
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no better Return than to urge 
and beſoech you to pity yourſelves, 
and to pity your Children; and 
to pray for you, that Gop would 
exeite you, by his Spirit, to a pi- 
ous Care of them, and aſſiſt and 
ſueceed you in it. Let me add, 
that Maſters and Maftreſſis ſhould 
be tenderly concerned for the «- 
ternal Welfare of their Servants. 
Allow them, my Friends, Time 
to prepare for Eternity; eſpeci- 
ally to attend publick Worſhip, 
both Parts of every Lord's Day, 
if poſſible; as they have few o- 
ther Advantages, Compaſſionate- 
ly reprove what is amiſs in them. 
Direct and encourage them to 
be ſerious and good, Put Bi- 
bles, and plain, practical Trea- 
ties into their Hands: and let 
them learn from your Inſtructi- 

© Ons, 


22 4 1 9 2 42 


on "ETERNITY. 79 : 


ons, Examples and Prayers, what 
they muſt do to be ſaved. The 
Goul of the meaneſt is unſpeaka- 
bly precious. For the Souls of 
A pi- the pooreſt Chriſt ſhed his Blood. 
t and There is no Diſtinction between 
add, I Maſters and Servants in the 
ould World of Spirits: and to that :- 
ternal World you and they are 
haſtening; and muſt quickly 
ſtand together before the Tribu- 
nal of your common Maſter, 
with whom there is no Reſpect 
of Perſons, — Since the Things, 
that are not ſeen, are eternal, 


II. 
elves 
3 and 
would 


4. What an awful Thing is | 5 
it to die, and enter upon 
an eternal State! 


a- One of the Fatt, with 
et great Beauty and Propriety, calls 
- Death „The Gate of Eternity.“ 

315 +: The 


is his paſſing out of Time into 
Eternity; and what can be a 


of our Fellow Creatures around 
us is ſo common, that we ſeldom 


make any ſerious Reflections up- 


on it. Perſons often talk of it 
with as much Indifference, as of 


any common Article of News; 
and read a Play-Bill and a Bill 


“of Mortality with much the 


« ſame Senſations *,” Thus, as 


the Pſalmiſt obſerves, ike Sheep 


Men are laid in the Grave (g). 
Sur vivors, like Sheep, when one is 
taken away to be ſlaughtered, are 
for a while alarmed and terrified ; 

but, like them, they ſoon return 


to their Food or Diverſion, for- 


get thoſe that are gone, and do 


pr. Young, (g) Pſalm ulix, 14. 
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The Death of a human Creature 


on ETERNITY. 91 


not improve their Removal. | 
With Regard to the Circum- 
ſtances of Death, there is ge- 
nerally one Event to the right- 
eous and the wicked: but O, 
what a vaſt inconceivable Dif: 4 
ference immediately ſucceeds it! 
With Regard to each, their 
Time of Trial is ended, and 
their eternal State commences. } 
The righteous Man putteth off 
the Body with all its Cares, E 
Temptations and Sorrows ; his 
Soul aſcends to Gop, wr en- 
ters upon everlaſting. Reſt, Se- 
eurity and Joy. It paſſetk . to a 
World, where all its Faculties 
ſhall be enlarged ; where it ſhall 
be conformed' to the Image of 
God in Holi, and be perfect 
ly and unalterably happy. What 
2 x glorious and delightful Change 
| * 5 8 


2 
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to a good Man ! The Sinner 
likewiſe changes a temporal for 
an eternal State ; but it is a State 
of Miſery. M ben a wicked Man 
dieth, ſaith Solomon, his Expetia- 
tion ſhall periſh, and the Hope of 
unjuſt Men periſheth (h). His laſt 
Breath, and his laſt Hope expire 
together. He ſhall never hear 
preaching or praying any more; 
never receive one other Invitati- 
on of Grace, or Offer of Mercy. 
When a wicked Man dieth, he 
leaves temporal Things, which 
were his Portion and Happineſs, 
behind him. He is brought into 
Deſolation, as in a Moment, and 
utterly conſumed with Terrors. 
He goes to the Bar of Gop to 
give an Account of the Time, 
the Means and . he 
has 


| 00 Prov, 1. * 


on ET ERNI TY. 


will awake to full Vigour in ano- 


own Guilt and Wretchedneſs, as 
ſoon as it quits the Body. The 


Senſe, all. Zar; and its Immorta- 


F ad. GE 


Torment. This i is the Portion 
of a wicked Man. And is it not 
of Terrors ſeizes you. A Man of 
and publiſhed 4 Hiſtory of thoſe, 


ſolemnly retracted it in writing, 
on his Death-Bed ; for he found 


has enjoyed, and to receive his Oy 
Doom. The Soul, which has 7 
been, thro* Life, aſleep in Sin, 


ther World; awake to behold its 


Soul will then be all-Sight, all? 
lity, which is now its Dignity 


and Priviledge above the Brutes, 9 
will be its everlaſting Miſery and 


then an awful Thing to die? 
You will think ſo, when the King 


Humour, in his gay Hours, wrote 


who had died jeſting: but he 


D6 that 


that Death was no jeſting Mat- 
ter . To ſee an immortal Crea- 
ture dying with à Jeſt upon his 
Tongue, or in a ſtupid thought - 
leſs Manner, or even without 
any well-grounded Hope, is ſure- 
ly the ſaddeſt Spectacle in the 
World. To think of his Removal 
to everlaſting Puniſhment, is ſure- 


Jy the moſt affecting Thought, 
that can enter into the human 


Mind. Ah ! Eternity Eternity ! 
laid a graceleſs Wretch once, 
dying, and looking diſmally at 
thoſe about him; and there he 
ſtopt: he ſaid no more; more he 
could not ſay; more he need not 
ſay. Ponder upon this Example, 
and, if you dread ſuch a Death, 
do not lead ſuch a Liſe. When 


| Sate 
M. Peſlandes. 


n Driocovnar” 1, 


we conſider that Death is tbe 


Thing. is the Death of a ſingle 
Perſon ? But how deeply muſt 
every ſerious. Mind be affected, 


to hear of hundreds, and forme. 


times thouſands being hurried in- 
to Eternity at once, by the de- 


vouring Sword, by a Ship-wreck, 


or an Earthquake — Death Hy 
the Gate-of Eternity, what a 


horrible Thing is Self- Murder ! 


And how little do they think of 
an Hereafter, who madly ruſh 2 
out of the World, in Defiance ß 
the Authority and Appointment "I 


of the . Almighty, and plunge 


on E TERNITY; 63 3 Y | 
Gate of Eternity, what a ſolemn - 
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r l _ 1 J l —— = 
5 A m 88 — * bay — 
FR 


| themſelves into everlaſling Deſ- 1 | 


truction to eſcape temporary Po- 
verty, Pain or Shame ? Ho. 


much Reaſon have they, who are 


yet i in their Sins, to adore the di- 


vine Long ſuffering and! Patience, 


l » 
. 
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to which it is owing, that they 
have not been long ago cut off, 
and conſigned to the Regions of 
everlaſting Darkneſs and Deſpair? 
— And what a powerful Motive 
ſhould this Conſideration be to us 
all, to be ſerious and thoughtful, 
ſober and diligent, fervent in Spi- 


rit, ſerving the Lord, ſince Eter- 


nity is juſt before us.—Let us, my 
Friends, often think, what it is 
to die, and to. what a World and 
State the departed Soul immedi- 
ately goes. It is an eternal unal- 
terable State. It goes to one of 


thoſe two awful Regions, where 
the Love of Gop appears in its 


brighteſt Glories, or his Ven- 
geance in inconceivable Horrors. 
Think of this, when you hear of 


the Death of others. How na- 


tural and uſeful a Reflection 
would 


on ET ERN IT. 87 


would this be, ee They are gone 
« into Eternity! When you 
hear the ſolemn Sound of a tol- 
ling Bell, think, There is ſome 

« other Soul gone into Eternity.” 
When you attend or ſee the Fu- 
neral of a Relation, Neighbour 
or Acquaintance, think, „ His 
« Time is ended; he is gone to 
« his eternal Home, and fixed in 
« an unchangeable State.“ 75 
Thoughts and Reflections as 
| theſe, none but Fools will en- 
deavour to baniſh from their 
Minds; and none will ſneer him 
who expreſſeth them, but Men of 
the World, which have their Por- 
tion in this Life. Such Thoughts 
are perfectly reaſonable, bigh- 

ly becoming mortal Creatures, 
and, being of very great Ad- 
| * ſhould always be re- 
| | collected 
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collected on theſe Occaſions.} 7 

would particularly inculcate them 
upon thoſe Perſons, who are moſt 
in Danger of forgetting them ; 
I mean thoſe, who by their Pro- 
feſſions and Employments are of- 
ten Witneſſes of the laſt Scenes 
of departing Mortals, or aſſiſt 
at the Interment of the Dead. 
Their Familiarity with Sickneſs 
and Death is very apt to harden 
_ their Minds againſt ſuch ſerious 


Impreſſions. This is generally 


Fay Caſe with Nurſes, Under- 
takers and Sextons; and J fear 


it is often the Caſe with Perſons 


of a better Education and Un- 
derſtanding; even Apothecaries, 
Phyficians, and, may I not add, 


Divines. To ſuch Perſons I beg 


Leave to addreſs what Mr. Haby- 


burton, a celebrated Miniſter and 


Pro- 


— 5 1 


J. a rainer 5 


profeſſor in Scotland, ſaid to a. 
young Apothecary, who atten- 


« dened for ever,” Man giveth 
up the Ghoſt, ſaith Job, and where 
ir he (i)? intimating thereby, that 
a dying Creature is an Object 
of very ſerious Reflection. What 
is become of him or her, whom, 5 
but a fe-w Days ago, we ſaw and 
converſed with? To what Place, 
to what Company are they gone? 

O, what do they ſee and feel and. 
think now? And how ſoon will 
| the 


(i) Job xiv. 10. 


ded him, when he lay on his 
Death- Bed; Sir, I give you 

« ſolemn Warning, that, if you 

te become bardened by the fre- 

4 quent Sight of ſick and dy- 
« ing Perſons, you will be in 
| « Danger of loſing all Senſibility 

; « of Conſcience and being har- 
| 
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the Queſtion be asked concer- 
ning me alſo, where is he ? O 
that folemn awful Day, which 
finiſhes my Courſe, and puts an 
End to all the Labours of my 


Hand and Tongue ! that Day, 


after which you will fee my Face 
and hear my Voice no more 
that infinitely important Day, 
when I muſt enter upon Eternity! 
Eternity! thou pleaſing, dread- 
ful Thought ! Is Death juſt before 


me, and the unſeen World and 


Eternity following after it? Ga- 
ther not my Soul with Sinners, 
O Lord ; but grant, that I may 


find Mercy of the Lord in that 


Day. I ſhall conclude this 
Diſcourſe with the following Paſ- 
ſage ; which cannot, I think, fail 
of ſome Effect on all that hear it 
attentively. Secretary JYalſingham, 


on ETERNITY. 9 


an eminent Courtier and Statef- 
man in Queen Eliaabetb's Time, 


in his old Age retired into Priva- 
former gay Companions came to 


ſee him, and told him he was 
melancholy. #* No, ſaith he, 
« I am not melancholy; I am 


« ſerious ; and 'tis fit I ſhould 


ee be ſo. Ah! my Friends! 
« while we laugh, all Things 


« are ſerious round about us; 


“ Gop is ſerious who exerciſeth 
% Patience towards us; Chriſt is 


tc ſerious, who ſhed his Blood 


« for us; the holy Spirit is ſeri- 


&« ous in ſtriving againſt the Ob- 


« ſtinacy of our Hearts; the 


holy Scriptures bring to our 
« Ears the moſt ſerious Things 


« in the World; the holy Sacra- 


© ments e the moſt ſeri- 


“ QUS 


N 


tous and awful Matters; the 
« whole Creation is ſerious in 
c“ ferving Gon and us; all that 
« are in Heaven or Hell are 
6 ſerious : how then can we be 
« gay?“ | ö 
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2 Corinthians iv. 18. 
But the Things which are not t ſeen 
are ETERNAL. 


| While we look not at the Things | 
which are ſeen, but at the 
Things which are not ſeen: 
for the Things which are 
feen, are temporal; but the 
Things which are not ſeen, 
are eternal. 8 


25 is ; the Obſervation 
+ of a pious Writer, that 

« 1; ay. fo often 
| paſſeth over our 
6 SEG that i forgets f its Way 


6c to 
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. vou bear, of nothing, which is of ti 
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« to our Hearts *, ” We are 0 
accuſtomed to the Sound of the 
Word, that the Thing loſes. its 
awſul Efficacy upon our Minds, 
Againſt this, my Brethren, we 
ſhould guard with the utmaſt So- 
licitude. Let me, once more, en- 
gage your diligent Attention to 
a Diſcourſe on Eternity. As Gon 
has graciouſly lengthened out my 
Time to ſpeak to you again, and 
your's to bear, I can ſpeak; and 


greater Moment and Importance Al 
than Eternity. I am the more 
willing to dwell upon the Subject, n 


from a full Perſuaſion that a { 
« Man muſt be perfectly good, WW © 
cc or deſperately abandoned, or t 
« ĩimpenetrably ſtupid, that is 1 
* not MEL: at a "al, ſerious | 
FB" and | 


. Dr, Young, 


on ETEANIT v. 96 


« and weighty endeten of 
« Eternity, an Eternity of Hap- 


« ought he knows, he may ſtand 
« juſt on the Brink of it “.“ 
Peihaps I may never ſpeak, nor 
you hear of it again upon Earth; 
let us therefore be ſerious. 
| Thave already conſidered: the 
V4 general Nature of Eternity; illu- 
d trated and proved the Gmortality 


«- pineſs or Miſery; when, for - 


d of the Soul, and the eternal Dura-= _ 


f tion of thoſe States of Happineſs 


and Miſery, to one or other of 2 | 


moved at Death, — I then repre- 
| ſented to you the great Qbligati- 
ons we are under to God and 


- lafting 
Serre Sermons Vol, 2 Serm, 1. OY 


the Redeemer for diſcovering to 
us eternal Things, and making 
Proviſion for our eſcaping er- 


96 DISCOURSE III. 
laſting Happineſs. — I took up a 
Lamentation over the Folly and 
Madneſs of Mankind in neglec- 
ting eternal Concerns.—I urged 


upon you, who are Heads of Fa- 
milies, and upon myſelf, the 


moſt earneſt Concern for the Sal- 

vation of the immortal Souls com- 
mitted to our Charge; — and [ 
exhorted you frequently to re- 
flect, what an awful thing it is 


to die, and enter upon an eternal 


State. I have one Reflection 
more to make from this Subject, 
concerning a Duty, which I de- 
ſign more largely to conſider and 
IE namely, 


How much is it our 
Duty and Intereſt to 
look- at unſeen and ter- 
nal — N 


Or 


IP 2 
and 


Dr 


12 
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Or to eye. and regard Eternity 

in all we do. And in diſcuſſing 

this Point, I ſhall conſider. 

what looking*at eternal Things 

includes; and then propoſe ſome 

Arguments and Motives to en- 

gage you more Rd to . | 

chem. | 88 

I. I am to Ar what 

looking - at eternal W 
includes. 


And that is, — 2 firm Babe of 
their Reality; — a ſerious Conſi- 
deration of their Importance; 
and ſteady Aims and Purſuits a 
greeable thereto. | | 


1. Looking - at eternal Things 
— «© a firm Belek 
* of their Reality. 55 


E That 
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That we have immortal Spi- 
rits within us, and that there is 
an eternal State and World juſt 
before us. Theſe are unſeen 
Things; and therefore the Eye 
of the Mind is to be directed to 
them. Faith is, as it were, that 
Eye; for we walk by Faith, not 
by Sight: and Faith is deſcribed 
by the Apoftle, as the Sub/ance of 
Things hoped for, and the Evi- 
| dence, or full Conviction, of 
Things not ſeen (a). Faith aſſents 
to what Reaſon and Revelation 
diſcover concerning them. The 
Chriſtian profeſſeth to. believe 
what the Scriptures reveal con- 
cerning theſe important Things ; 
and is as ſure of their Reality, as 
of the Reality of any material 


Object, which is ſeen by his 
| bodily 


(a) Heb, 1. 1. 


oon ETERNIT Y. 99 


bodily Eyes. The Chriſtian en- 
deavours to have this Faith 
ſtrengthened, by reaſoning about 
unſeen Things, by frequently ex- 
amining the Account, which the 
Word of Go gives of them, 
and meditating upon it. — Fur- 
ther ollking-a them | eee 7 


2. A ſerious © Conſideration: 
of their Importance. 


The Word here tranſlated al- 
at, is in other Places rendered, 
tate Heed, cenſidor, mark, or = — 
ſerye attentively; and Agnes 
ſerious, fixed, repeated Conſide- 
ration (b). We are not merely to 
take a tranſient Glance of eternal 
Things, now and then; but to 
look at them with a fixed ſtedfaſt 
„„ We 3 Eye oj ; 
{b) Compare Luke xi, 35. | Rom, xvi. 77 | 

"Gd, vi. if Phil, iii, 17. | 
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Eye, or dwell upon them by 
cloſe Meditation; to bend all the 
- Powers of the Mind to ſtudy 
them, as Subjects of the utmoſt 
Importance. This includes com- 
paring Things temporary and e- 
. ternal, for ſo, it appears from 
the Context, the: Apoſtle did; 
conſidering the reſpective Value 
and Momentof each ; paying no 
greater. Regard to ſeen Things, 
than their fading, unſatisfying 
Nature deſerves ; taking the Eye 
of the Soul off. from them, and 
fixing it upon unſeen Things. It © in 
intimates further, that this ſerious At 
Conſideration of their Nature is {MW bi. 
. Frequent, and our Regard to them W / 
habitual. Looking-at them is, as th 
far as poſſible, the continued AQ Se 
of the Soul; its daily Employ- th 
L ment; 5 and to them the ON 1 
: m 
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muſt be habitually directed. Once 
the more, L en 9 

dy includes a 

«a 3. A ſteady Aim and . a 

gent Purſuit, agreeable to 


4 their Nature and Impor- 
1, tance. 


ue Or, a ligne bende Care 
no to eſcape eternal Miſery, and ſe- 
„cure eternal Happineſs, The Word 
g 4ck-ar ſignifies alſo to aim at or 
ve purſue. It conveys this Idea in the. 
d WW Verſe, where our Text is; and 
It in that Exhortation of the ſame. 
s WW Apoſtle, Look not every Man on 
his own Things, but every Man al- 
fo on the Things of others (c). From 
this Word, our engliſh Word: 
Scope is derived, which ſignifies: 
the chief. Deſign a Man has in 
| E 3. View, 
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View, the Mark he aims at; the 
End he is purſuing. ' This may 
be illuſtrated by thoſe Words of 
the ſame A poſile, J preſs toward 
the Mark; 1 V. ivy e purſue 
the Object I have my Eye upon, 
for the Prize of the high Calling of 
Gop in Chrift Jeſus, even the eter- 
nal Inheritance (d). This, then, 
is our great Duty as Chriſtians, 
daily and ſeriouſly to conſider eter- 
nal Things, and uſe our utmoſt 
Endeavours to eſcape the Wrath 
to come, and obtain everlaſting 


Life. We are to conſider the 
whole of our Duration, and what 
is beſt for us upon the whole; 


what Regard is due to temporal, 
and what to eternal Things. Let 
us then maintain a ſtedfaſt, fixed 
Regard to Eternity, where · ever we 

(d) Phil. ili. 14. 
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are, and whatever we do. Were 
we deliberately to think upon 
temporal and eternal Things, we 
could never imagine, that Provi- 
ſion for the preſent Life was wor- 
thy ſo many Hours Thought and 
Labour every Day, and Eternity 
ſcarce worthy of half a Thought 
in many Hours; and perhaps not 
one fixed ſerious Thought in ma- 
ny Days. Where one Thought 
is ſpent upon that Queſtion, what 
ſhall we eat and drink, and whete- 
with ſhall we be cloathed; how 
ſhall we get Money or enjoy 
Pleaſure; there would be a thou- 
ſand ſpent upon that Queſtion, 
what muſt I do to be ſaved? Did 
we ſeriouſly conſider but a thou- 
ſandth Part of the Joys of an eter- 
nal Heaven, and the Horrors of 
an eternal Hell, we ſhould never 
2 E 4 be 


3 
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be eaſy, till our everlaſting Inter- 
eſt was ſecure, Let the Thoughts 
of Eternity, therefore, be made 
familiar to our Minds. Let us 
endeavour to mingle them with 
all our Employments and Enjoy- 
ments; and eſpecially with all the 
Exerciſes of Religion, both pub- 
lick and private. To excite you 
to this, I am | 


II. To propoſe ſome Mo- ; * 


tives and Arguments. 


And that you may be engaged, 
to regard Eternity in all you do, 
conſider — that Life, Time and. 
Means are given us to prepare 
for Eternity; — that we muſt very 
quickly enter upon it ; — that, as 
our Character is when our Time 
ends, ſo will our eternal State be; 
and that many preſent Advan-. 
| tages 
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ages will attend our looking-at 
ternal Things, which will like- 
wiſe have a great Influence upon 
our eternal State. Conſider, . 


1. Life and Time and gt. 
Means are given us, that 4 
we may prepare for Eter- 1 
nity. | | 


A Work of the 3 ings | 
tance, that can employ our Hands, 
or enter into our Thoughts ! 
When. Gop formed us at firſt, - 
„ he deſigned us for an everlaſting 
Exiſtence. Did he make us a 

little lower than the Angels, 
higher than the Brutes, and 
crown us with Glory and Ho- 
nour, merely that we. might look 
at temporal Things? Surely, . He 
made us theſe Souls for nobler 
* higher Employments, and 

A 53 weight- 
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weightier Concerns, than, what 
relate to this World. And ſhall we 
degrade theſe rational, immor- 


tal Natures now, and ſink them 

Into endleſs Miſery hereafter, 
by employing them only about 
the Concerns of this World 
Further, Gon has given us our 
Time to prepare for Eternity. Now 
is the accepted Time; the Day 


of Grace, when Parkes and Sal- 


vation may be obtained, He has 
lengthened out our Period of Tri - 


al; often raiſed us up from the 
Brink of the Grave, and preſerved 


us from fatal Accidents : and all, 


that he might give us a little more 


Time to regard eternal Things. 


And ſhall it all be ſpent about 
thoſe, that are temporal? Were 
we truly ſenſible of the Worth of 


our immortal Souls, we ſhould be 


more 
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more ſenſible of the Worth of 
Time, and thoſe Seaſons which 
Gon hath given us to train up 


our Souls for a bleſſed: Immorta- 


lity. For the ſame End he has 
given us 4 Variety of Meant, and 
priviledges. He hath ſent his Son 
to diſcover Immortality and to 
open the Kingdom of Heaven for 
us, He bath ſent. down his Spi- 
rit to enlighten our Underſtand- 
ings, to ſtriye with and rouſe 
our dull and ſtupid Souls; to con- 
vince-us of Sin, of Righteouſnels : 
and of eternal Judgment. He 

hath given us his Word to be 

our Guide to everlaſting Glory. 
He hath commiſſioned Miniſters 
to explain and enforce his Word; 
to beſeech Men to be reconciled 
to Gor. and ſecure eternal Life. 


We have all of us enjoyed ſeveral 


E 6 hundred E 
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hundred Sabbaths; ſome of us 
feveral thouſand; on each of 
which we have heard or read 
ſomething, that had a Tendency 
to direct our Thoughts to Eter- 
_ nity. Conſider how many Diſ. 
courſes your Miniſters have taken 
' Pains to compoſe ahd deliver, 
with a ſincere Concern to pro- 


mote your everlaſting Salvation, 
Add to theſe, the many Ad- 
monitions of your Parents and 
Friends; the many Checks of 
Conſcience which you have felt; 


the many Intimations, which 


that inward Monitor has given 
you, that you were deſigned for 


Eternity, and ought to make di- 


ligent Preparation for it. All 
theſe Means are the Gifts of 
Gop; they all center in this 
grand Deſign, to lead your 


; Thoughts 
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Thoughts to Futurity; and are 
all kindly intended to ſave you 


from everlaſting Ruin. Vw 
der, | 


we muſt alen go out 
6 Time into Eternity. 


It was an awful Viſion, which „ 
St. John ſaw, of an Angel ſtand- 
ing upon the Sea and upon the 
Earth, who lifted up his Hand 


ta Heaven, and ſware by hin 


who created all Things, and 
liveth for ever and ever, that 
there ſhauld be Time no longer (e). 


Soon will theſe ſolemn Words be 
uttered concerning you and me, 
that cur Time ſhall be no longer. 


The Imagination of Men pla- 
ceth Eternity at a Diſtance ; and 
therefore Any forget it. They . 

| are 


© Rev, x. 5, 6. 


are convinced of the Neceſſity of 


preparing for Eternity; they are 
perhaps determined ſometime 
hence to ſet about it: But this 


ſecret Thought is at the Bottom 
of all their Neglect and Trifling, 
that they are not likely to die 
ſoon. Thus, as the Prophet ex- 


preſſeth it, they put far away the 
evil Day (f), and therefore in- 


dulge themſelves in Oppreſſion 


and Luxury. So the wicked Ser- 
vant, in our Lord's Parable, ſaid, 


my Maſter delayeth his coming, 


and therefore he began to beat 
= his Fellow-Servants, and eat and 
drink wich the drunken. They 
think the next Summons will not 
be ſent to them. But to depend 


upon this, in an Affair of ſuch 


Moment, is certainly the utmoſt 
Folly. 


(f) Amos vi, 3. 
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when the Summons cometh, pre- 


Folly. Many who argued in this 
abſurd Way, are long ſince in 
Eternity; and are now bewai- 
ling, and will for ever bewail, 
their mad Delay, We have the 
ſame frail Bodies, and are liable: 
to the ſame Diſeaſes or Accidents, 
which hurried. them out of Time, 
and broke-off all the wiſe Pur-. 
poſes of their Hearts, A Man 
that holds his Life by fo uncer- 
tain a Tenure, can never be ſaid 
to be out of Danger. He that is in 
Time to-day, may be in Eter- 
nity to-morrow. There is but a 
ſingle Puff of Breath between us 
and Heaven or Hell. Everlaſting _ 
Things hang upon the ſlender” 

Thread of human Life; and, 


pared or unprepared, you muſt 
go. Conſider then, ye that are 
Se en · 
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entirely taken up with temporal 
Things, that ſay, to-day or to- 
morrow we will go into ſuch a Ciiy, 
ard continue there a Year, and buy 


: T. 
and ſell, and get Gain ; whereas ye T 
 kuow not what ſhall be on the mor- 10 


row : for what is your Life? It it G 
even a Vapour, that appeareth for 
a little Time, and then vaniſbeth 
away (g). And will you not, ſn 
then, Jook-at eternal Things ? 
Conſider further, 


3. As our Character is when 
our Time ends, fo will 
our eternal State be. 


An eternal Heaven or Hell 
depends upon your good or ill 

Behaviour in this ſnort State of 

Trial. While you are here, there 
is Hope that ſome ſerious Impreſſi- 


+ (8) James iv, 13, 144 
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ons may fix upon your Minds, 


and your Souls may be awakened. 


to regard eternal Things. But,. 


at Death, Hope is for ever gone. 


The Seaſon of Grace is over. 
The Sinner has no more Time. 


for Prayer, reading, or ſerving 


Gop or Man. It is then too 


late to rectify paſt Miſtakes, to 


ſubdue ſinful Habits and obtain 
the Favour of Heaven. Time 


will never come again. Yeſter-. 
day will return no more. A Man. 


may recover his Health and Eſ- 


tate, but can never recover his 
Time. When once the Soul is 


removed into Eternity, the Diſpo- 
ſitions and Habits, which it car- 


ried thither with it, will continue, - 


and be a Source of everlaſting 


Joy or Sorrow. Between the vaſt 


wr 2 


eternal Bion there is a great 


Gulf 


ed and blende d together. But in 
Eternity there is no Mixture or 


Alternative: It is all Pleaſure, 


or all Pain. This Differenee be- 
tween the preſent and future State 


increaſes the Importance of what 


I am urging. From hence it ap- 
pears, that, properly ſpeaking, 


there is no ſuch Thing as a Trifle 
upon Earth: every Thing is 


- weighty : each Action, Word and 


Thought is weighty ; becauſe 


each has an everlaſting Effect; 


has ſome Influence on our eternal 


State, Thoſe who now deride 


ſerious Godlineſs, as ſtrict and- 


pre- 
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Gulf fixed; and no Soul will 
ever be permitted to paſs from the 
one to the other. In the pre- 
ſent State our Lives are cheque - 
red: there is an Alternative of 
Pleaſure and Pain; or they are mix- 


they ſee that Men's Characters 


at and regarding Eternity will, 
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preciſe, and think that Miniſters 
then be of another Mind. When 


determine their future State, they 
will think that all was, compara- 
tively, too much, that was em- 
ployed about temporal Things, 
and all too little, that was em- 
ployed about eternal ones. 

Conſider, once more, 8155 


4. Many preſent * gent 7 
Advantages will attend 
our Jooking-at - eternal 
Things : 


| Advantages, which will have 
a powerfal Effect upon our pre- 
ſent Temper and Character, and.- 
conſequently on our eternal State: 
and they are theſe; ——looking-. 


: - _- 4 . | l , _ 
r 1 n. 8 * 


re; 


PL 


$ : 
k, 
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reſtrain our Fondneſs for the 
World; —increaſe our Hatred of BY 
Sin ;—and Love to Gop and the * 
Redeemer; — it will make us ne 
careful to redeem our Time; el 
promote our Patience under Af. E 
flictions; — make us ſerious and * 
lively in all the Duties of Religi- | 
on ;—diſpoſe us to do good to 
ethers ;— and make us willing to 
die. Let me juſt touch upon each 
of theſe Thoughts, 


Looking at eternal Things 
will “ reſtrain your Fond- 
6 nels for the World; 


Its Riches, Honours and Plea- 
ſures: for it will ſhew you that 
they are all temporary, fading 
and deceitful. This will teach 
you to follow your worldly Buſi- 
neſs with Moderation; ſenſible 
5 that 


that you have more important 


Buſineſs to mind. It will abate 


your Love of Money and Eager- _ 
neſs to gain it. You will not be 
elated with the Poſſeſſions and 
Enjoyments of Life, which you 
muſt leave all behind you; which, 
in themſelves, will be of no Avail 
to your eternal Happineſs, but on 
the contrary render it extreamly 
bazardous.—— It will abate your 
' Fondneſs for the Honours: and 
Applauſe of the World, and all 
thoſe Marks of Diſtinction and 
Pre-eminence, of which little 
Minds are fo eager. In this View, 
when a new Pope is inſtalled, 
an Officer is appointed to ap- 
proach him and ſay, Holy 
Father, think of the Days of 
& Eternity. The Honours of this 
World cannot filence a clamo- 

rous 
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rous Conſcience, or avert or ſuf- 
-pend the Poſſeſſor's eternal Doom. 
A great Man of a neighbouring 
County had an. extraordinary 


Mark of DiſtinRion and Honour 


ſent him by his Prince, as he 
lay on his Death-Bed. “ Alas! 
(ſays he, looking coldly upon it) 
this is a mighty fine Thing 
4 here in this Country: but 1 


am juſt going to a Country, 


„ where it will be of no Service 
©« to me.“ So trifling will all 
the Honours of Earth appear to 
the Man who bas Eternity in his 
Eye! In like Manner it 
will reſtrain your Fondneſs for 
the Diverſions and Amuſements 
of Life. Vou will reliſh, yea 


will need, very few of them. 


Vou will have better Things to 


| ova 3 —— Objeas to purſue, 
and 


and taſte Pleaſures in the Pur- 


ſuit, which will be rational, 


manly, refined ; which will im- 
prove upon Reflection and laſt 
for ever. A Lady of this Nation, 
having ſpent the Afternoon and 


Evening at Cards and in gay 
Company, when ſhe came home, 
found her Servant - Maid reading 
a pious Book: She looked over 
her Shoulder and ſaid “ Poor 


| © melancholy Soul! what Plea- a 
' & ſure canſt thou find in poring ä 


&« fo long upon that Book?” That 
Night the Lady could not fleep, 


but lay ſighing and weeping very 


much: her Servant aſked her, 


| Once and again, what was the 
Matter? At length ſhe burſt out 
into a Flood of Tears, and ſaid, 


„ On ] it was one Word I ſaw 


& in your Book that troubles me; 
„ there 
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« there I ſaw that Word Hier- 
© zity. Oh! how happy ſhould I 
“be, if I were prepared for Eter. 


66. nity.” The Conſequence of 


this Impreffion was, that ſhe laid 
aſide her Cards, forſook her gay 
Company and ſet herſelf ſeriouſly 
to prepare for another World, 
The Thoughts of Eternity would 
lead us chearfully to ſacrifice any 
temporal Gain, Honour or Plea- 
ſure to the Welfare of the never- 


= dying Soul. Again, 
Fi 


| Looking: at eternal N 
will increaſe our Ha- 
«c tred. of Sin.“ 


Tzie evil Thing threw the 
Angels out of Heaven; it de- 
grades the human Soul; defaces 
the Image of God upon it; de- 
Pries it of eternal Bliſs, and 
| Plunges 


| Aying adde ile Sin, 


A AER. 
SS IF. 
» "" 
FE, 


we E170 way © 


piunges ir into lag Tor- 
meh Did you eye Atmity, 
your! would never hearken to the 
Counſels of the Wicked; nor 


comply with other Temptations 
't6 Sin. Nod wöuld ut once re- 


coffee; ut, td Sin may! ap- 
'pear® pleafant, in Hleaſures are 
but for 4 Sealdn, and its Wages 
is etertial Death. Yoũ would | 
be reſolute ine denying wWorldly 
Louſts, erucifying the Fleths and 


9" you, cho it bens difficult 
and painful as cutting off 3 right 
Hand or plueking out an Eyeg as 
knowing, that it is better enter 
into Life halt vr maimed:of Mie. - 
than  having-'two/Eyes,or! Hands 
to be caſt into everla/ling Fire (h), 
One ſerious "Thought" of Erernity 
F would 


| _ Mat, xvili. 3 


— 
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4 there I ſaw that Word Ettr- 
© zity. Oh! how happy ſhould 
“be, if I were prepared for Eter- 


„ nity.” The Conſequence of 


this Impreffion was, that ſhe laid 


aſide her Cards, forſook her gay 


Company and ſet herſelf ſeriouſly 


to prepare for another World, 


The Thoughts of Eternity would 
lead us chearfully to ſacrifice: any 


temporal Gain, Honour or Plea- 
dure to the Welfare of the never- 
=. dying Soul. Again, PPE 


I To Looking: at eternal ines: 


will increaſe our Ha- 
cc tred of 1 


Thie evil Thing, threw the 


Angels out of Heaven; it de- 


es the biel defaces 


'the Image of Gop upon it; de- 
prives it of eternal Bliſs, and 


plunges 


— — 


Ss SFT 
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b rtr. 
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you eye Hmm, 
fever hearken to te 


* weuld 


Counſels of the WW icked; nor 
comply with other Temptitiohs_ 
't6 Sin. Tod wöuld ut once re- 


collect, chüt, th Sin may ap- 
pear⸗ pleufaut, its Pleaſures: are 


ie eg its Wages | 


F eternal Death. Vou Would 


ino denying worldly 
Lis, 'ericifying- the leb s 


ig ande te Sin, 


knowing, 


than having: te Eyes or Hands 
to be caſt into everlafling Fire (h), 
Lg ſerious. Ted of Erernity 

| * would 


| = Mat, zvili, 8, ; 


plunges ar dude Gli Tur 4 
mere Did | 


wy 


„cho! it be ns difficalt _ 
und elne as eutiing off 3 right 1 D "I a 
Hand Or plueking out an Eye 88 Y 

that it 1 18 better enter "4, | I 
into Life halt vr mai med ot din, 5 4 f 


- * 4 


and Gop, even our Father, who 
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- would baniſh thoſe, vain Excuſes, 
which we are apt to make for 
Conformity to the World, and 
* venturing. on te Appearance of 
. i 
This would. 0 increaſe. our M + 
80 Love to Gon and the Redee - © 
. mer.“ It would excite and M h 
cheriſh the moſt grateful and af- m 
fectionate Emotions in our Hearts a, 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, W »; 
an 


\ have loved us, and given us ever- 
laſting Conſolation, and good 
- Hope thro' Grace; and in Pro- 
portion to the Solidity and Live- 
lineſs of our Hope, it would fill 
us with Joy unſpeakable and full 


of Glory. Again, 
Looking - at eternal Things 


would © make us very 
6 care- 


| is ineſtimably precious; beyond 
ur WM the Price of Silver and Gold, 
e · of Pearls and Jewels. It would 
nd bumble us before Gor, that ſo 
- much has been miſpent already, 


rts and awaken us to ſeize and im- 


it, W prove every Moment for Gon 
ho and Eternity, —F urther, 
- It would © promote our Pati- 


od M © ence under Afflictions,“ and re- 


o- concile us to thoſe we feel or ſee. 
e- It was St. Paul's Regard to eter-. 
my nal Things, which kept him from | 
ll fainting under his grievous Suf- 


ferings, as he obſerves in the. 
Verſes before the Text. Such Aa 
Conſideration of Futurity would 
tend to reconcile our Minds to 
F 2 the 
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we thould then ſee that 13 
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the unequal Diſtributions of Pro- 
vidence, and thoſe ;Indignities 
and Pains, which ſome of the 
beſt Men ſuffer, and ſome of 
the worſt eſcape. Cutry your 
"T1 Gughts into Eternity, and you 

will ſee cheſe ſeeming Diforders 
Take, and he” Wiſdom and 
<Eoodnels of Go appearing moſt 
illuſtrious. You will ſee the prof” 
perous inner lamenting his Proſ- 
| „ änd the afflifted Saint 
praiſing. God for his Afflictions. 
And indeed, it is comparatively 
a li little Matter to an immortal 
Being „Whether he ſuffers Afflie- 
| dien s er ys Ptoſperity, durin 
the few e he + kite bn 
"Mi | Toa Soull that eyes ur- 
with, his Afflictions will appear 
178 ercies, as being intended to 
| make his Heart better, to pre- 
| ſerve 


9 R 
1 


8 "Git Ern rv; 


- ferve' him from everlaſting Pains 
| and make him meet for'everlaſs =» 
ting Pleaſure,” Phe [Thought of | 
. Eternity has reconciled many ah 
ous Perſons to very heavy Sor- 
rows, That divine Man, Mr. 
Philip Henry, when he felt the 
' moſt acute Pain from a complica- 
ted Fit of the Stone and Cholick, 
faid, I am tormented, but, 250 5% 
Gon D, not in this Hamme. T7 an " a | 
n Hire; but bleſſed 'be Goh it 
is not the Fire of Holl. Ander _— 
pious Miniſter, after he had '\uts © 
tered many doleful Groans, thro!- 
- W the Agony of his Pain from the lM 
Stone, ſaid to his Friends, A - 
Jr all this roaring and groauing; ̃᷑ F 
I would not, for ten thouſand. ' ©: 
| Wirlds, change Conditions tut i 
: ACA richeſt Man upon Earthy 14 
_- Who is enſlaved 10 Sin and gin: 9 
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Anu to Hell. A wiſe Man would 
his Soul. No Man endure 
ſuch beavy Afflictions on Earth, 
but eternal Happineſs will amply | 


"OO compenſate. them. Further, 


Regarding Eternity would 
« make us ſerious. and lively in 
de all the Duties of Religion.” 
A celebrated Painter among the 
Ancients, being aſked why he 
took ſo much Pains about ſome 
Pieces he had in Hand? anſwered, 
« I am painting for Eternity.” 
Did Men conſider, that they are 
working for Eternity. in every 
Thing they do of the religious 
Kind, it would put Life and Vi- 
gour into all their Actions. Did 


r reflect. thats in their Pray- ; 


— 
4 
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pray with greater Attention, Se- 
riouſneſs and Fetvor than, it ie 
to be feared, they gene 
No formal lifeleſs Petitions would 
proceed from their Lips, but their 
Hearts would be engaged as well 
as their Tengues. Under the 
Influence of this Thought, What 
ſerious devout Worſhippets would 

they be! We'ſhould not ſee them 
hablwally coming to the Houſe 
of Gov, after the Service of it is 
begun, or perhaps half done; they 

ould not behave irreverently | 
there, or appear unattentive to 

what is ſaid. They would not 

allow themſelves to ſleep, where 
they ſhould be hearing the Wotds 
of Ae Life; nor would they 

_— any Opportunity df im- 
„ proving 


Life of their Souls, they would 73 | | 


rally'do.” 


out any Self- Reflection, or conſi- 


dering how much they were con- 


cerned in what they had been 


Gop their Charaders are ſoon to 


be tried, and their eternal. State | 


unalierably fixed. Were you, my 
Brethren, to regard Eternity, you, 
would every Day cloſely examine. 


watch the ſecret Workings of your, 
Hearts. You would be active in 


cold doubtful Hope, when Eter- 
nity was in queſtion. Were Chris- 
tians to think and ſpeak. and at 
W a e e 0e of Eter- 


| nity, 


— % -— 
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proving their, Hearts hy religious 
Worſhip. They 10 would not £0. 
A, 45; they. 109 often do, with- | 


hearing; ſince by the Word of 1 


the. State of your Souls, and 


your Endeavours to ſerve. 


Son, and grow in Grace; and, 5 
wauld never be ſatisſied with any, 


„ . 


r 
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nity, there would be no trifling 
with Gop, and Conſcience, and 
ſacred Things. Their great Am- 
bition would be to pleaſe Gop, 
and their chief Aim, to ſave their 
Souls, and faithfully to improve 
all the ny they have for of 
king- at, eternal . Thi ings 
. Ria 40 diſpoſe and quicken us 
& to do all the Good we could io 
66 the Souls of others.” It would 
lead us to pity periſhing Souls, 
and be aQive in our Attempts to 
fave them, It would make us 
tenderly ſolicitous to try every 
Method to reach their Hearts; 
yea, to ſave them with Fear, 
pulling them out of the Fire (i). 
We ſhould be earneſt in our 
Prayers to Gon for them, and 
72 (i) Jude v. 23. 


1 = : Los So, 
i a. r 
5 = 


= Aſo be ſuddenly deſtroyed, and that 


1 he with theſe Scenes, if 
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= preſerve them from everlaſting 
Ruin. In order to this, we ſhould 


be often dropping a Hint' con- 


cerning Eternity; ſince, if any 


Thing will awaken a Man to be 


ſerious and thoughtful, that will. 


We ſhould exhort and admoniſh 
ene anotherdaily, while it is cal- 
Ted'to-day, left any be hardened 
by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and 


without Remedy,———1 add, once 
' Habitual R. 


Death and Eternity 'are awful 
Scenes: they ſtrike the Mind 
with Horror. The Soul ſhrinks 
at the Thought of removing to 
an unſeen and eternal State. But 


at- 


5 egards to Eternity 
would © make us willing to die.“ 


HS R 8 „ JF FA ©, WD ( 


on ETZ INIT II 1884 


attended with ſerious Reflections 
upon them, will gradually abate 
their Terrorz as it will promote 
thoſe Diſpoſitions in the Heart, 
which are a goed Preparative for 


entering upon them. We ſhall 


then be ſenſible that it is a Matter 


of very little Importance when, 
and where and how a Perfon : 
dies: the great Thing is, to what 
State Death removes him. This 
would excite us to apply our 
Hearts unto Wiſdom; to labour 
and pray for brighter Evidences 


and firmer Hopes of poſſeſſing ar- 


nal Reſt; and as theſe were obC-⸗- 
tained, our Fears of Death would 
abate. We ſhould no longer 


ſhudder on the Brink of Eternity, 


but chearfully reſign out Souls 
into his Hands, who died to rex 2 
an them; who has eng aged 
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keep that which is committed to 
bim againſt that Day, and who , 


has the Keys of Death and tha.. 
unſeer-World, - 


Theſe, my Brethren, are Gent 
the great Advantages of looking-. 

at umſeen and eternal Things. And 
O chat theſe Motives may en- 
gage you ta direct your Eyes to 
them; to entertain ſome ſerious 
— Thoughts of Eternity every Day, 
and lie down every Night with an. 


Impreſſion of it upon your Spirits! 


May they lead you to recollect, 
where-ever you go, and whatever. 
you are doing, that you. Are ON. 


the Brink of an awful Eternity / 


You: may perhaps object, that 


sit is a gloomy Laden, and will 
4 ſpoil your Pleaſures.” But here 


you are miſtaken, It will indeed. 
5 e your ſinful dangerous Plea- 


1 ſures 3 
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| ſures; and ſo I would have it: 
but it will ſpoil no innocent, ra- 
tional, ſolid Pleaſures. It is aſtow 
niſhing how any; Man can be 
chearful, who neglects the Inte - 
reſt of his Soul and forgets ter- 
nity, Delight is not ſeemiy for a: 
Foal (k); and no Fool fo great as, 
he. True Joy does npt n 
him. He has no Title to it, na 
Reliſn for it. True Pleaſure is a 
fericus Thing, Tho' the Ways, 
in which I would perſuade you ta 
walk, may at firſt appear gloomy, 
they will, brighten as you proceed; 
you will ſoon. find, that they are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs and Paths 
of Peace; and will at length un · 
doubtedly concur in this Sen- 
timent, that ſince all other 
e een and Attainments are 
0 vain 


m 1 . - nf 


Sell. Cited dis 


W 


(K) Piov. xix, 10. 


tc vain and periſhable, the only 


„ true Wiſdom is to meditate 
t upon Eternity, and the beſt 
« Philoſophy is to be a ee 


«© Man *.“ 

And now, my Deb, F hike 
| finiſhed what I intended on this 
weighty and moſt ir 


Review of it, and aſk yourſelves, 


O my Soul, art thou prepared for 
Eternity ? And yet I fear, after 
all that you have heard upon the 


Subject, ſome of you continue 
unaffected and unimpreſſed with 
it; that you will go on in your 
accultomed Round of Buſineſs: 
and Amuſement, without conſi- 
dering the eternal World, on the 
Borders of which you ſtand, and 
„ TRE into 
# Rapia's Crit. Werks. Vol. 2, p. 509. 
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Sub- 
1 254 1 do exrautityintreat 
you to take a ſerious and careful 


from hence to ſome Place of | 


ten even the Subject, upon which 


I muſt again warn you, that Eter- 
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into which you may, in an In- 
ſtant, be hurried, Nay I cannot 
but fear, that ſome of you may. 
have ſo little regarded what has 
been ſaid, as to go immediately 


publick Reſort, to your Walks, 
or your. Viſits, as if you ſtudied : 
to drive away all ſerious Thought; 
and may to-morrow have forgot 


I have been addrefling you. But 


nity is at hand, whether you re- 
gard it or no. 1 am unwilling to 
conciude, till T have ſome Hope, | 
that you will prepare for Eternity; 3 
at leaſt will conſider it. Let me 
therefore beg one Favour of every 
one of you, young and old, rich 
and poor; and it is but a ſmall | 
F avour I aſk; it is this, that you 

would 


hs bree 


would every one retire, and ſpend 


a little Time this Evening in 


thinking upon Eternity. _ Ponder 
in your Minds, what it is to live 
- Fox ever, in a State of endleſs 
Happineſs or endleſs Miſery. If 
you will do this, I ſhall have a 


chearful Hope, that one. Quarter | 
of an Hour ſo ſpent, will be the 
moſt profitable you ever ſpent in 


your Lives; and. that Gop will 
make the Meditation benchicial 
to your Souls, and the! DE; Caning 


of eternal Felicity, But if you 
will not do this much, in an Af- 


fair of ſuch vaſt Mament, I can 
ſay nothing that will awaken and 
impreſs you. Thou, O my Gon, 
art Witneſs, and all ye.that fear 
Gop are Witneſſes, that I have 
given thoughtleſs, dying Crea- 
tures pan and. faithful Warning 


of 


an tm rx. _we 


ob ET ERN IT 1h Aþ 
of the Nature and Approach of: = 
43 
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Eternity; ; and your own Con- 


ſciences, O careleſs; ſtapid Mor- 
tals, will bear Witneſs for me in: 


the Day of eternal Judgment, 
that you were fore · warned. You 
will then recollect that you were 


this Subject: you will deſire toi 
fotget it then, but will not be. 
able. May the Spirit of Gop, 


for whom nothing is too bard, 


ſo impreſs theſe Things upon your 


Hearts now, that the Recollection 
of them then may be Joyful and. : 


not tormenting to you. [167 ene 
I have a chearful Porſuafion;! 
that ſome of you, Brethren, ate 


impreſſed with theſe Repreſenta- 


tions, and will apply your Minds, 
more cloſely than before, to the 


9 Concerns « « Ant that 
5 you 


again and again addreſſed upon . 
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you will daily keep all the Pow- 
ers of your Souls wakeful and 
active in order to ſecure ſo vaſt, 


2 Felicity, as the Goſpel promi-., 
ſetb. I hope likewiſe, that you 
will, by every friendly Effort, en- 
deavour to ſave the Souls of your 
Relations and Acquaintance. For 
this Purpoſe, may the Grace of our 
Lord Jaſis Chrift be with your Spi- 


rit, Amen (I). To conclude; 


If I thought it needful to make 
an Apology to an Aſſembly of 
Immortals, for dwelling fo long 
upon the Subject of Eternity, and 
being earneſt in my Addreſs to 
them, that Apology ſhould be no 
other, than the Anſwer, which 
a pious Man once made to this 
- Queſtion from his Friend, Why 


* 47 pop ſpend ſo much Time 


6 in 


: ) Gal, vi, 18. 
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cc. in Reading Meditation ane 
66 Prayer? The good Man lif- _ 
ted up his Eyes and Hands to 
Heaven, and ſaid, with great Se- 
riouſneſs and 2 For ever! 


hed ever! For e e 
„ #-: 
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